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Does  Student-Centeredness  at  NU  include  Black  Students? 


By  Andre  Jean-Francois 
Onyx  Staff 

The  history  of  the  John  D. 
O'Bryant  African  American  Institute 
at  Northeastern  University  spans 
over  thirty  years.  The  Institute  was 
founded  in  1968,  by  eight  North- 
eastern student  leaders  who  felt  the 
need  to  fill  the  void  caused  by  the 
absence  of  a  significant  African- 
American  presence  on  campus. 

At  the  founding  of  the 
Institute,  Northeastern 's  Black 
student  enrollment  was  less  than 
100  in  number.  The  eight  founders 
of  the  Institute  made  many  advances 
in  changing  the  University's 
perspective  of  African-American 
life  at  Northeastern  and  in  the 
Roxbury  and  Boston  community. 
One  of  the  major  accomplishments 
made  by  these  students,  with  the 
help  of  former  Northeastern 
President  Asa  S.  Knowles,  was  the 
establishment  of  the  African- 
American  Institute. 

Over  the  years,  the  Institute 
has  served  many  functions.  Accord- 
ing to  the  current  director  of  the 
Institute,  Dean  Petty-Edwards,  "The 


past  and  present  contributions  of  the 
John  D.  O'Bryant  African-American 
Institute  to  the  educational,  cultural, 
and  social  experiences  of  students  of 
African  origin  at  Northeastern 
University  have  earned  the  Institute 
an  important  place  (literally  and 
figuratively)  in  the  University's 
urban  mission."  For  many  students 
who  are  away  from  home,  the 


Institute  has  actually  been  their 
"home  away  from  home,"  providing 
a  sense  of  belonging  and  identity, 
cultural  familiarity,  role  models,  and 
even  food. 

In  the  past  thirty  years, 
major  changes  have  occurred  in  the 
University,  its  faculty,  student  body, 
and  physical  landscape,  especially 
in  the  past  few  years  as  the  Univer- 


sity enhances  its  national  reputation. 

As  the  University  expands 
its  services  to  enhance  its  national 
reputation,  many  changes  have 
occurred  within  the  past  several 
years.  Some  of  the  changes  include 
the  hiring  of  new  faculty  and  staff, 
increasing  the  size  of  the  student 
body,  improving  technology  on 
campus,  as  well  as  expanding  the 
physical  facilities  of  the  University 
into  the  surrounding  Roxbury  and 
South  End  communities. 

Another  key  change  is 
President  Freeland's  "aspirations" 
for  the  University.  In  the  November, 
2000,  issue  of  the  Northeastern 
University  Magazine,  Freeland 
states,  "Our  urban  identity  is  a 
central  element  for  our  aspira- 
tions— to  achieve  excellence  as  a 
national  research  university  that  is 
student-centered,  practice-oriented, 
and  urban." 

These  are  the  "aspirations" 
that  President  Freeland  has  estab- 
lished in  order  for  Northeastern  to 
achieve  a  ranking  among  the  top 
one  hundred  Universities  in  this 
country  by  2010.  The  University, 
President  Freeland,  and  President 
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Health  Day 
on  the  Indoor  Quad 


By  Amy  Morgan 

First  and  foremost,  a  big 
thanks  to  all  of  those  that  came  to 
support  the  new  and  continually 
growing  Northeastern  University 
Student  National  Medical 
Association's  Minority  Association 
of  Pre-Health 
Students  (NU 
SNMA/MAPS) 
at  our  Health 
Day  on  the 
Indoor  Quad. 

The 

event  took  place 
on  Thursday, 
November  2, 
2000,  on  the 

indoor  quad  in  the  Curry  Student 
Center.  The  goal  of  the  event  was  to 
inform  college  students  and  other 
members  of  the  community  about 
specific  health  concerns  that  are  not 
commonly  known. 

Members  of  the  SNMA/ 
MAPS  chapter  passed  out  informa- 
tional cards  that  were  divided  into 
male  and  female  facts  with  condoms 
attached  lo  each.  Each  member 
handed  out  cards  to  the  passing 
students  in  the  indoor  quad  as  well 


as  the  front  quad  and  outside  of  the 
student  center.  Some  of  the  facts 
located  on  the  male  card  were  that 
men  can  obtain  yeast  infections  and 
that  testicular  cancer  is  the  most 

common  type 
of  cancer 
among  men 
ages  20-35. 
Some  of  the 
facts  located 
on  the  female 
informational 
card  were  that 
Prozac  can  be 
used  for  PMS 
and  that  excessive  exercise  can 
cause  infertility.  In  addition,  the 
display  board  also  had  interesting 
facts  on  the  new  birth  control  pill 
RU  486,  facts  on  AIDS  and  sexually 
transmitted  diseases. 

The  group  also  had  a  sign- 
up sheet  for  people  to  write  their 
information  down  in  case  they  were 
in  need  of  more  information. 
Tyeese  Gaines,  the  president  of  the 
chapter  and  L.  Chanel  Bryant,  the 
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Bamboozled 

LIVE  CHAT  WITH  SPIKE  LEE 


By  Alexandra  Mitchner 
Onyx  Staff 

On  Monday,  November  6*,  the 
Arco  Forum,  located  in  Harvard's 
John  F.  Kennedy  School  of  Govern 
ment,  was 
crowded  to 
capacity.  Spike 
Lee,  the 
featured 
speaker,  was 
accompanied 
by  producer 
Octavia 
Hudson,  critic 
Stanley 

Crouch,  Professor  W.J.T.  Mitchell  at 
University  of  Chicago,  photogra- 
pher Carrie  Mae  Weens  and  Henry 
Louis  Gates  Jr.,  chairman  of  African 
American  Studies  at  Harvard 
University.  Alvin  Poussaint, 
Harvard  Medical  School's  Associate 
Dean  for  Student  Affairs,  was  also 
present,  playing  the  role  of  mediator 
and  host. 

Those  in  attendance,  encompass- 
ing every  shape  and  shade  of  beige, 
black,  brown,  and  yellow,  filled 
every  corner  big  enough  to  pull  out 
a  notepad.  The  room,  complete  with 


couches,  bleachers,  and  chairs, 
looked  like  a  3-story  lounge  with  a 
small  platform  in  the  middle.  As  the 
spectators 
became  comfort- 
able, the  room 
filled  with  the 
excitement  of  the 
evening's 
discussion  of 
race  and  media. 

Many  of  the 
people,  fresh 
from  the 
previous  night's  viewing  of  Bam- 
boozled at  the  Harvard  Film 
Archive,  were  restlessly  anticipating 
the  appearance  of  Lee,  the  movie's 
creator,  Although  the  program  did 
not  begin  on  time,  the  audience's 
frustrations  melted  away  as  they 
erupted  at  the  appearance  of  Lee 
onto  the  stage. 

Lee,  who  could  have  easily  been 
mistaken  for  an  average  student  on  a 
campus  near  you,  casually  ap- 
proached the  mic.  He  was  in  jeans, 
sneakers,  and,  of  course,  the  usual 
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Any  fact  facing  us  is  not 
as  important  as  our  atti- 
tude toward  it,  for  that 
determines  our  success  or 
failure. 

-Norman  Vincent  Peale     J3g  2 


BESS  Dominates  Regional  Conference 


By  Eric  Esteves 
Onyx  Staff 

On  Friday,  November  1 7,  2000  a 
group  of  38  NU  students  left  from 
the  O'Bryant  Institute  and  headed 
south  for  New  Jersey. 
Upon  their  arrival  in 
East  Rutherford,  New 
Jersey,  it  was  on. 

The  Black 
Engineering  Student 
Society's  members 
attended  the  National 
Society  of  Black 
Engineers'  Fall 
Regional  Conference. 
Over  800  students 
from  nearly  60 
colleges  throughout 
the  Northeast  came 
together  for  an 
informative  and  fun- 
filled  weekend. 

The  mission  of  the 
National  Society  of  Black  Engineers 
is  to  increase  the 
number  of  culturally  responsible 
Black  Engineers  who  excel  aca- 


demically, 

succeed  professionally,  and  posi- 
tively impact  the  community.  The 
conference's 

theme,  "Embracing  Our  Global 


Members  of  Boston's  NSBE  chapter  at  Regional  Conference 

Community,"  fostered  a  sense  of 
learning  and 

developing  ways  to  initiate  a 
stronger  bond  in  our  community  and 


therefore 

bridge  the  gap  between  our  aca- 
demic career  and  our  global 
communities. 

The  highlightes  of  the  conference 
was  a  Career  Fair  and 
Graduate  School  Fair, 
insightful  workshops,  the 
African-American  Quiz 
Bowl  and  Oratorical  Contest 
competitions,  a  Step  Show, 
and  a  black-tie  banquet  with 
a  keynote  speaker. 
There  was  also  a  Scholarship 
and  Programs  Lounge,  a  new 
event  aimed  at 

increasing  member  participa- 
tion in  programs  and 
scholarships. 

However,  at  the  black-tie 
banquet,  the  NSBE  @ 
Northeastern  entourage 
showed 

the  other  59  schools  in 
attendance  that  they  were  "Kings  of 
the  Hill."  The 

Northeastern  NSBE  chapter  walked 
away  with  1 3  awards,  certificates, 
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Around  the  Globe 


More  Electoral  Fraud? 

Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  CANA  - 

Trinidad  &  Tobago's  opposition 
leader,  Patrick  Manning,  accused 
the  ruling  party  of  electoral  fraud 
and  said  he  had  passed  evidence  of 
this  to  police  and  also  met  with 
officials  from  the  Elections  and 
Boundaries  Commission  (EBC). 
Because  of  these  persistent  reports, 
the  PNM  put  a  monitoring  system  ir 
place  and  there  was  a  heightened 
vigilance. 


Want  Aristide  Back  as  Presi- 
dent to  Help  Poor  Haiti? 

Former  Haitian  leader  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide,  who  was  ousted  by  a 
military  coup  and  restored  to  power 
by  an  U.S.  occupation,  has  edged 
toward  a  political  return  by  an- 
nouncing he  will  run  in  the  upcom- 
ing presidential  election,  in  which 
he  is  the  clear  favorite. 


Caribbean  Ambassadors  in 
Washington  Pay  Tribute  to 
Late  Dominican  P.M. 

The  Caribbean  Caucus  of  Ambassa- 
dors and  Heads  of  Mission  in 
Washington,  D.C.  paid  tribute  to  the 
late  Prime  Minister  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Dominica,  Hon.  Roosevelt 
Douglas,  who  died  on  Sunday 


October  1 , 2000  at  his  home  in 
Portsmouth,  Dominica.  The 
occasion  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Caucus  at  the  Embassy  of  St. 
Vincent  and  the  Grenadines. 


Venezuela  to  Help  Caribbean 
Deal  With  Rising  Fuel  Oil 
Prices 

Several  Caribbean  nations  will  soon 
be  able  to  satisfy  some  of  their  oil 
needs  through  a  barter  system  with 
Venezuela  and  at  a  cheaper  price 
than  the  open  market. 


Caribbean  Bananas 

The  future  of  the  Caribbean's 
banana  industry  is  now  in  limbo  and 
may  even  be  on  the  ropes.  Carib- 
bean officials  say  it  was  placed  in 
that  precarious  position  by  the  latest 
impasse  in  the  continuing  saga  in 
which  the  U.S.  and  the  European 
Union  are  unable  to  reach  agree- 
ment on  the  dispute  over  the  exact 
size  of  the  slice  of  the  EU's  banana 
market.  This  can  affect  islands  such 
as  St-  Lucia,  Jamaica,  Dominica,  St. 
Vincent  and  to  a  lesser  extent, 
Grenada. 

Castro,  Chavez  Sing  Duet 

Cuban  leader  Fidel  Castro  and 
Venezuelan  President  Hugo  Chavez 


sang  a  duet  on  the  fourth  day  of  his 
five-day  trip,  his  first  in  40  years, 
during  a  radio  show  where  they 
celebrated  a  shared  passion  for 
leftist  revolution.  Both  attired  in 
combat  fatigues  they  recounted  tales 
of  the  Venezuelan  Independence 
struggle  and  poked  fun  at  each  other 
as  they  joked  about  a  baseball  game 
between  the  two  countries  in  which 
Cuba  won.  The  only  way  we  can 
successfully  face  up  to  the  chal- 
lenges of  neoliberalism  is  to  unite  in 
the  search  for  economic  and  social 
development  and  of  justice  for  our 
people. 


African  School  Curricula 

The  East  African  Book  Develop- 
ment Association  called  on  the  three 
Eat  African  Sates  -  Uganda,  Kenya, 
and  Tanzania  -  to  review  and 
harmonize  their  school  curricula  to 
make  them  relevant  for  industrial 
take-off  of  the  region.  Fred  Matovu, 
an  official  of  the  association,  said 
the  harmonized  curricula  should 
have  a  bias  towards  scientific 
excellence,  which  was  is  a  pre- 
requisite for  industrialization.  He 
appealed  for  creation  of  reading 
lessons  in  the  primary  school 
curricula  of  the  three  states.  This, 
he  noted,  would  help  inculcate  a 
reading  culture  among  the  people  of 
the  area. 
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Racism,  Prisons,  the 
Future  of  Black  America 

By  Rachelle  Villarson 
Onyx  Staff 

To  date,  there  are  over  two 
million  Americans  incarcerated  in 
the  Federal,  State,  and  local  jails  and 
prisons  throughput  the  United 
States.  About  half  of  these  prisoners 
are  Black  men  and  others  are  person 
of  Africian  origin.  In  order  to  find 
strategies  to  dismantle  this  vast 
prison  industrial  complex,  we  as  a 
people  and  future  leaders  need  to 
understand  how  and  why  the 
American  society  reached  this  point. 

Rates  of  violent  crime  increased 
dramatically  in  the  1960s  and  1970s, 
much  of  this  in  urban  areas.  As  a 
result,  politicians  such  as  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Richard  Nixon  began  to 
campaign  on  the  theme  of  Law  and 
Order.  The  death  penalty  was 
reinstated,  and  Local,  State  and 
Federal  expenditures  for  law 
enforcement  rose  sharply. 

Behind  this  anti-crime  movement 
was  a  not-too-subtle  racial  dimen- 
sion about  the  link  between  crime 
and  people  of  color,  particularly 
Blacks;  most  politicians  didn't 
observe  that  the  minority  and  poor 
were  more  likely  to  experience 
violent  crimes.  The  arguments 
which  were  made  was  that  sentenc- 
ing should  be  longer  and  mandatory 
and  also  prisons  should  be  for 
punishment,  not  rehabilitation; 
consequently  there  was  a  rapid 
expansion  in  the  employees  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  System,  as  well  as 
constructions  of  new  prisons. 

In  the  state  of  New  York:  33  state 
prisons  opened  from  1 8 1 7- 1 98 1 ;  38 
state  prisons  opened  from  1982- 
1999.  The  state  prison  population  at 
the  time  of  the  Attica  revolt  in  Sept. 
1971  was  12,500  but  by  1999  it  was 
71,000 

By  1991,  the  number  of  people 
incarcerated  was  71 1,700  compared 
with  the  1 974  figure  of  1 87,500. 
Incarceration  rates  by  the  end  of  the 
1980s  had  soared,  especially  for 
Black  Americans.  For  every 
100,000  in  the  African-American 
community,  700  were  incarcerated 
—  seven  times  more  than  whites. 
23%  of  black  males  in  their  20s 
were  either  in  jail/prison,  on  parole, 
probation  or  awaiting  trial.  The  rate 
of  incarceration  of  Black  Americans 
in  1989  had  surpassed  that  of  Blacks 
who  still  lived  under  Apartheid  in 
South  Africa. 

By  early  1990s,  rates  of  violent 
crimes  began  to  drop  but  laws  were 
increasingly  becoming  more  severe. 
Children  were  seen  more  and  more 
as  adults,  subject  to  harsher  penalties 
in  the  eyes  of  the  court.  California's 
law  of  "three  strikes,  you're  out" 
became  popular  and  dismissed  any 
possibility  of  parole  for  repeat 
offenders. 
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John  Curry  before  him  are  to  be 
applauded  for  the  positive  changes 
at  the  University. 

Many  students,  alumni,  and 
community  people  worry  that  the 
University  may  be  planning  another 
change  that  they  feel  would  send  a 
negative  message  to  people  of 
African  origin.  Their  belief  is  that  as 
the  University  improves  its  physical 
appearance  through  new  construc- 
tion, a  building  that  serves  people  of 
African  origin  is  no  longer  welcome 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  Institute  is  considered 
by  some  as  one  of  the  historic 
landmarks  on  Northeastern 's 
campus.  Its  creation  was 
Northeastem's  first  major  access 
commitment  for  Black  students. 
Having  the  name  of  John  D. 
O'Bryant  on  the  building  contrib- 
utes to  its  historic  value.  O'Bryant 
was  the  first  Black  school  commit- 
tee member  in  Boston  and  was 
Northeastem's  first  Black  vice 
president.  He  also  earned  a  reputa- 
tion as  an  activist  and  strong 
advocate  for  educational  access. 

Numerous  alumni  credit 
the  Institute  with  being  the  place 
where  they  found  academic, 
cultural,  and  social  grounding 
during  their  time  on  campus.  Some 
say  they  would  not  have  chosen  to 
attend  Northeastern  without  the 
Institute  and  co-op  program.  Others 
say  they  certainly  would  not  have 
remained  to  graduate  from  the 
University  if  they  had  not  found 
academic  support,  guidance, 
encouragement,  and  understanding 
provided  at  the  Institute. 

Many  of  them  remember  a 
time  when  the  Institute  was  isolated 
on  the  far  end  of  campus,  removed 
from  the  hub  of  campus  life.  In  the 
past  two  years,  alumni  students,  and 
community  people  have  had  major 
concerns  about  the  future  operation 


and  location  of  the  Institute  as  new 
construction  goes  up  around  it.  They 
wonder  why  its  physical  appearance 
remains  unchanged.  They  also 
wonder  if  its  location  will  remain 
unchanged. 

In  the  fall  of  1998,  the 
architectural  firm  of  Stull  &  Lee 
was  chosen  to  draw  renovation 
plans  for  the  Institute.  In  the  fall  of 
1999,  these  plans  were  presented  to 
the  Facilities  Planning  Sub-Commit- 
tee of  the  Institute's  Strategic 
Planning  Group.  Dean  Petty- 
Edwards,  Board  of  Overseers 
member  and  Alumnus  Joseph 
Feaster,  Vice-President  Jack  Martin, 
Vice-President  Karen  Riggs,  and 
Dean  Keith  Motley  attended  the 
presentation.  After  that  meeting, 
Vice-President  Martin  emphasized 
that  President  Freeland  would  have 
to  render  the  final  decision  about  the 
future  of  the  Institute. 

In  October  of  2000, 
students  requested  a  meeting  with 
Freeland  to  discuss  their  concerns 
about  the  renovations  of  the  Institute 
facility.  Freeland  offered  two 
options,  stating  that  the  facility 
could  be  renovated  in  its  present 
location  or  its  programs  could  be 
housed  elsewhere  on  campus  in  a 
location  to  be  determined.  He  also 
mentioned  that  he  would  seek 
recommendations  and  hold  open 
discussions  on  this  issue. 

In  a  recent  article  pub- 
lished in  the  November  7,  2000, 
issue  of  the  Northeastern  Voice, 
special  assistant  to  Freeland,  Kay 
Onan  summarized  the  President's 
position,  stating,  "Officials  are 
studying  a  plan  to  either  renovate 
the  existing  institute  or  move  it  to 
another  location." 

Alumni  and  students  are 
deeply  troubled  that  there  are  these 
two  options  when  they  feel  there 
should  only  be  one:  renovations  of 
the  Institute  in  its  present  location. 


Within  a  two-year  period, 
West  Campus  Village  and  Renais- 
sance Garage  have  been  completed. 
In  the  current  construction  plans, 
Davenport  Commons  will  open  in 
the  fall  of  2001,  and  the  current 
construction  of  the  Behrakis  Health 
Sciences  Center,  adjacent  to  the 
African -American  Institute,  is  slated 
to  be  finished  in  fall  of  2002.  Yet,  no 
date  for  the  resolution  of  the 
Institute  facility  has  been  set. 

Increasingly,  students  who 
utilize  the  Institute  on  a  daily  basis 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  accept  any 
view  other  than  a  belief  that  the 
University  has  already  made  a 
behind-closed-doors  decision  to 
relocate  the  Institute.  They  have 
also  concluded  that  the  University  is 
engaged  in  less  than  open  and 
candid  communications  with  them 
and  with  the  Institute  administration 
in  failing  to  announce  that  decision. 

In  the  face  of  growing 
student  feelings  of  distrust,  betrayal 
and  of  being  disregarded,  and 
disrespected,  President  Freeland  has 
a  unique  opportunity  to  show  his 
commitment  to  his  "aspirations"  of 
the  University  as  being  "student- 
centered.  .  .and  urban."  He  can  erase 
these  negative  feelings  by  immedi- 
ately holding  open  forums  at  the 
start  of  winter  quarter,  200 1 , 
comparable  to  those  he  held  during 
the  "Dialogue  on  Race"  in  the 
spring  of  1998.  The  issue  of  the 
Institute's  facility  could  be  honestly 
debated,  fears  could  be  calmed,  and 
students,  faculty,  staff,  and  adminis- 
trators could  be  included  in  a 
positive,  open  process.  President 
Freeland  could  forcefully  affirm  that 
his  administration  has  an  urban 
agenda,  practices  diversity,  and 
demonstrates  student-centeredness 
for  all  students  at  Northeastern 
University  by  renovating  the 
Institute  in  its  present  location. 
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and  plaques  commending 
their  outstanding  contribu- 
tions and  hard  work  for  the 
Fall  Semester.  They  even 
won  the  coveted  "Chapter 
of  th  Semester"  award, 
which  was  the  top  honor 
given  at  the  banquet. 

NSBE  @  Northeastem's 
programs  include  resume 
workshops,  corporate 
presentations,  fun  days, 
money  management 
workshops,  and  networking 
opportunities.  The  group  is 
hard  at  work  on  their 
calendar  plan  for  200 1 , 
which  includes  another 
Regional  Conference  as 
well  as  a  National  Conven- 
tion, a  career  fair,  and  a  host 
of  other  workshops  and  activities 

Feel  free  to  come  learn  about 
general  NSBE  information, 
participate  in  a  program,  join  a 
committee,  or  just  soak  in  the 


NSBE  @  Northeastern  awards  from  the  Fall  Regional  Conference 
2000 

New  England  Zone  VIP  (Visionaries,  Innovators,  Professionals)  Award 
New  England  Zone  Chapter  of  the  Month  for  Summer  2000 
New  England  Zone  Chapter  of  the  Semester  for  Fall  2000 
Regional  Chapter  of  the  Month  for  Summer  2000 
Regional  Chapter  of  the  Semester  for  Fall  2000 
Cephas  Small,  New  England  Zone  Member  of  the  Month  for  Summer  2000 
Regional  Academic  Excellence  Chapter  of  the  Month  for  Summer  2000 
Regional  Academic  Excellence  Chapter  of  the  Semester  for  Fall  2000 
Shamika  Townsend,  Regional  Academic  Excellence  Member  of  the  Month  for  Summer 

2000 

Shamika  Townsend,  Regional  Academic  Excellence  Member  of  the  Semester  for  Fall 

2000 

Fall  Regional  Conference  2000  HYPEST  Roll  Call  Chant  Competition  Winner 
Judy  Brown,  Programs  Lounge  Raffle  Winner  [Organizer] 
Petula  Payne,  Programs  Lounge  Raffle  Winner  [Palm  Pilot] 


"NSBE  Love"  by  attending  a 
general  body  meeting.  Meetings  are 
weekly  on  Thursdays  at  7:00PM  in 
Room  333  of  the  Curry  Student 
Center.  For  more  information,  email 


the  14-member  Executive  Board 
bess@coe.neu.edu  or  visit  the 
group's  website  at 
www.nsbe.neu.edu. 
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National 

News 

Benefits  for  Gay  Couples, 
Same  as  Heterosexuals 

Should  Gay  lovers  have  that 
same  social  and  economic  benefits 
and  obligations  as  heterosexual, 
married  couples?  To  put  it  another 
way:  sexuality  is  no  longer  an 
acceptable  ground  to  exclude 
someone  from  a  benefit  under  the 
law.  It  is  now  prohibited  to  dis- 
criminate against  a  person  or  couple 
to  exclude  these  people  from 
benefits  and  obligations  to  which 
other  people  have  access,  strictly  on 
the  basis  of  their  sexuality. 

Sickle  Cell  Disease  A  Cause  for 
Concern  at  Burger  King 
Corporation 

Vincent  L.  Bekeley,  Senior  VP  of 
Worldwide  Diversity  Resources  of 
the  Burger  King  Corporation  is  the 
company's  eyes  and  ears  when  it 
comes  to  community  concerns  like 
Sickle  Cell  Disease. 

The  Burger  King  Corporation 
has  an  on-going  commitment  and  a 
clear  corporate  objective,  to  focus 
community  relations  on  youth, 
education  and  jobs.  Serving  the 
community  and  providing  assistance 
to  those  worthy  causes  that  affect 
the  lives  of  employees  and  custom- 
ers is  a  Burger  King  standard. 

Homeownership  is  not  just  for 
the  Wealthy 

More  than  5  million  families 
spend  more  than  half  their  income 
toward  housing  costs  —  economic 
prosperity  has  resulted  in  skyrocket- 
ing residential  rents,  displacing 
many  low  and  moderate-income 
families.  There  is  a  silent  assump- 
tion that  low-income  families  can't 
be  homeowners  but  that  assumption 
is  false  since  many  have  acquired 
decent  homes  through  membership 
in  housing  cooperatives. 

A  housing  cooperative  is 
formed  when  people  band 
together  to  own/control  the 
buildings  in  which  they  live  in. 
They  form  a  corporation  and  pay 
a  monthly  amount  that  cover 
operating  expenses,  causing 
costs  to  be  typically  less  than  a 
rental  or  single  family  housing  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  even  the 
same  block.  The  advantages? 
Homeowner,  community,  and 
government  invest  in  housing 
affordability.  Co-op  members 
have  no  landlord,  controlling 
their  living  environment,  having 
the  security  of  being  able  stay  as 
long  as  they  wish  —  provided 
they  abide  by  the  rules  and 
bylaws  and  meet  monthly 
obligations. 


Is  This  Your  First  Time  Picking  Up  The  Onyx  Informer???Would  You  Like  to  Learn  More??? 

Contact  us  at:  Northeastern  University  Phone:  (617)  373-2250 

360  Huntington  Avenue  Fax:      (617)  373-2694 

Boston,  MA  021 15  email:  onyxinformer@yahoo.com 
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BAMBOOZLED  continued  from  pg.  1 


New  York  sports  paraphanalia.  On 
this  day,  he  chose  to  wear  a  Yan- 
kees cap,  and,  like  any  true  New 
Yorker,  opened  up  his  conversation, 
poking  fun  al  the  lack  of  champion- 
ships celebrated  by  the  local  Boston 
Red  Sox.  He  appeared  to  enjoy  the 
banter  of  competiton,  but  it  didn't 
take  long  for  him  to  settle  down 
onto  the  topic  at  hand. 

Lee's  speech  was  brief  and 
straight  to  the  point.  Lee  made  it 
known  that  his  movie  is  a  satire  but, 
like  most  of  his  films,  not  too  far 
from  what  is  occurring  in  today's 
society.  He  mentioned  shows  such 
as  Homeboys  from  Outer  Space,  and 
movies  such  as  Driving  Miss  Daisy, 
and  The  Green  Mile  as  examples  of 
the  contemporary  forms  of  bam- 
boozlement  found  within  the  media. 

"Black  people  are  catching  hell 
left  and  right  in  hang  'em  high 
Georgia,  yet  it's  Will  Smith's 
priority  to  teach  Matt  Damon  a  golf 
swing",  said  Lee,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  Dreamworks  production.  The 
Legend  of  Bagger  Vance. 

Lee  continued  his  speech, 
explaining  the  reasoning  behind  the 
need  for  a  movie  like  Bamboozled, 
"You  don't  have  to  be  seen  wearing 
black  face  to  be  a  part  of  a  minstrel 
show." 

The  audience  seemed  to  be 
more  than  ready  to  Fire  their  own 


IIP1 .  trtx 


Actor  Damon  Wayans  in  a  Scene  from  Spike  Lee's  Bamboozled 


questions  at  the  director,  but,  first, 
Poussaint  conducted  a  panel 
discussion  with  Lee  and  the  other 
guests.  Crouch,  author  of  Always  in 
Pursuit:  Fresh  American  Perspec- 
tives, spoke  candidly  about  his 
appreciation  of  the  movie. 

"It  (Bamboozled)  showed  us  that 
we  can  be  charismatic  inside  our 
own  dehumanizing  stereotype,"said 
Crouch. 

Crouch  also  offered  his 
own  opinion  on  today's  media. 

"We  see  real-life  porch 
monkeys  every  night  on  The  Tonight 
Show.  They  sit  there  and  smile, 


giggling  at  everything  Jay  Leno 
says.  They're  a  flesh  and  bone  black 
laugh  track  for  him,"  said  Crouch. 

Hudson  took  a  more 
optimistic  approach  to  the  topic. 

"Young  people  don't  know 
the  power  that  they  have.  They  need 
to  think  about  what  they  see,"  said 
Hudson. 

"In  the  new 
Millenium," she  added,  "none  of  us 
have  to  be  minstrels  unless  we 
choose  to  be." 

After  the  experts  debated, 
the  spectators  had  their  chance  to 
step  up  to  the  strategically  placed 


mics  and  ask  their  own  questions. 

Due  to  another  program 
planned  to  follow  the  discussion,  the 
question  and  answer  period  was 
noticeably  shorter  than  expected. 

"Conversations  that  I've 
had  were  more  in  depth  than 
that,"said  a  20-year-old  resident  of 
Cambridge,  Ma. 

"The  issues  that  were  addressed 
were  not  dealt  with  in  detail,  but 
generally,"  said  a  third  year  student 
at  Northeastern  University. 

The  program,  opening  with 
a  three-minute  preview  of  the  movie 
Bamboozled,  began  and,  conse- 
quently, ended  with  a  cloud  of 
cohesiveness  hovering  over  the 
crowd. 

The  White  professors,  the 
black  professionals,  the  college 
students,  and  the  parents,  all  of  who 
made  up  the  audience,  watched  as 
the  characters  Manray  and  Womack 
danced  across  the  screen. 

"It  was  like  watching  t.v. 
with  x-ray  glasses,"said  a  Photogra- 
phy major  attending  Northeastern 
University. 

Chuckles  were  heard, 
gasps  could  be  felt,  and  yet, 
throughout,  everyone  seemed  to  be 
collectively  nodding  their  heads,  all 
agreeing  that,  yes,  in  some  way, 
they,  too,  had  been  affected. 
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54  Colombian  Soldiers  Die  In 
Rebel  Clash 

BOGOTA  — 

At  least  54  soldiers  and  police 
were  killed  in  battles  with  leftist 
rebels  in  a  combat  zone  in  the  jungle 
of  northern  Colombia.  This  is  the 
heaviest  blow  to  the  military  in  the 
past  year  in  the  escalating  armed 
conflict  between  leftist  rebels  and 
right-wing  para-military  bands  that 
has  taken  over  35,000  lives  since 
1990. 

Club  Blaze  Kills  20 

MEXICO  City  — 

As  many  as  20  people  were 
killed  and  28  injured  in  an  early 
morning  fire  at  popular  Mexico  City 
nightclub,  Lobohombo  Bar.  Fire- 
men began  fighting  the  blaze  at  5 
a.m.  while  club  goers  battled  each 
other  to  escape. 

Haiti  -  Travel  Warning 

November  17,  2000 

The  Department  of  State  warns 
U.S.  citizens  against  travel  to  Haiti 
due  to  the  unstable  security  situation 
throughout  the  country.  The 
Department  has  authorized  the 
departure  of  family  members  of 
U.S.  Government  personnel  from 
Haiti.  If  they  have  not  done  so 
already,  U.S.  citizens  in  Haiti  should 
establish  and  maintain  contact  with 
the  Embassy  and  consider  their  own 
personal  security  situations  in 
determining  whether  to  remain  in 
the  country. 

The  security  situation  in  Haiti 
has  deteriorated  as  Haiti's  national 
election  process  approaches.  Haiti's 
presidential  elections  are  currently 
scheduled  for  November  26,  with 
the  presidential  inauguration  slated 
for  February  7,  2001.  Both  of  these 


events  have  the  potential  to  spark 
violent  demonstrations  and  indi- 
vidual acts  of  violence.  The  dia- 
logue of  some  candidates  and 
government  officials  has  been 
distinctly  anti-American,  and  the 
Haitian  government  has  failed  to 
contain  or  condemn  certain  violent 
and  dangerous  incidents.  Such 
incidences  have  included  anti- 
foreigner  rhetoric,  politically 
motivated  killings,  indiscriminate 
gunfire  directed  at  pedestrians  in 
Port-au-Prince,  and  incidents 
directed  at  diplomatic  facilities  and 
vehicles. 

Crowd  behavior  is  unpredictable 
and  violence  can  flare  up  at  any 
time,  so  American  citizens  are 
warned  to  avoid  political  gatherings 
and  demonstrations.  Travelers 
encountering  roadblocks,  demon- 
strations, or  large  crowds  should 
remain  calm  and  depart  the  area 
quickly  and  without  confrontation. 
Assistance  from  Haitian  officials, 
such  as  the  police,  should  not  be 
expected  during  elections-related 
events. 

In  addition  to  civil  and  political 
unrest,  violent  crime  is  on  the  rise 
throughout  the  country.  The  state  of 
law  and  order  is  of  increasing 
concern,  with  reports  of  armed 
robberies  and  break-ins,  murders 
and  car  hijackings  becoming  more 
frequent.  The  limited  response  and 
enforcement  capability  of  the 
Haitian  national  police  and  the 
judiciary  means  there  is  little  relief 
for  victims  of  crime. 

For  further  information,  see  the 
Department  of  State's  current 
Consular 

Information  Sheet  for  Haiti. 
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vice-president,  stated  that  the  goal 
of  Health  Day  was  to  heighten  the 
awareness  of  issues  that  many 
people,  including  students,  are  not 
aware  of.  They  also  stated  that  they 
are  willing  to  work  with  people  and 
provide  information  on  issues  that 
people  need  more  information  on. 
In  addition,  many  members  of  the 
group  stated  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  give  all  the  information 
that  people  need.  The  goal  of 
Health  Day  was  to  present  interest- 
ing facts  so  people  would  take 
charge  of  their  own  health  care  and 
actively  seek  information  about  how 
to  keep  themselves  healthy. 

There  was  a  mixed  reaction 
to  the  group  and  the  information 
being  passed  out.  Many  people  had 
a  shy  interest  in  the  health  facts  and 
the  condoms  that  accompanied  the 
cards.  Many  passers-by  took  the 
information  and  showed  embarrass- 
ment when  they  realized  the 
condom  was  taped  to  it.  In  contrast, 
others  came  to  the  table  and  started 
to  pick  through  the  condoms  in  an 
effort  to  obtain  all  of  the  different 
colors.  I  spoke  to  one  individual 
that  said  he  thought  the  information 
was  extremely  interesting  and  was 
unaware  of  many  of  the  facts.  He 
specifically  commented  on  penile 
yeast  infections,  "I  didn't  know  we 
could  get  that.  What  is  it?"  Mem- 
bers of  the  group  then  began 
answering  specific  questions. 
Overall  the  event  went  extremely 
well  and  many  students  felt  that 
they  benefited  from  the  information. 

In  addition,  the  SNMA/ 
MAPS  chapter  is  willing  to  answer 
any  questions  about  the  organiza- 
tion, the  information  displayed  or 


handed  out,  and  to  provide  the 
information  to  those  who  were  not 
able  to  make  it  to  the  table.  Please 
feel  free  to  email  them  with  ques- 
tions, comments  or  concerns  at 
Numinori  typrehealth@hoimail.com. 
Lastly,  the  group  would  like  to 
extend  their  thanks  to  those  of  you 
who  showed  interest  and  to  all  those 
who  came  to  support. 
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Excellence  is  to  do 
a  common  thing 
in  an  uncommon 
way. 

-Booker  T.  Washington 
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Is  Gonorrhea  Becoming 
Resistant  to  Treatment? 


RU-486:  The  Abortion  Pill 


By  Tyeese  L.  Gaines 

Gonorrhea  is  an  important 
disease  to  be  aware  of,  because 
infected  persons  often  do  not 
develop  symptoms,  and  the  compli- 
cations of  the  disease  can  be 
detrimental  both  to  a  person's 
reproductive  and  overall  health. 

Resistance 

Gonorrhea  is  the  second 
most  common  sexually  transmitted 
disease  (STD)  in  the  United  States 
(US)  and  is  becoming  resistant  to  an 
increasing  number  of  antibiotics. 
The  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention  (CDC)  is  very  concerned 
about  two  recent  resistant  strains  of 
the  Neisseria  gonorrhea,  the  bacteria 
that  causes  the  disease. 

The  first  of  the  two  current 
cases  were  reported  in  Kansas  City, 
MO  last  year.  The  strain  is  resistant 
to  the  antibiotic,  azithromycin, 
which  has  been  used  since  1989 
because  of  its  low-cost  and  single 
dose  treatment.  Azithromycin  is 
commonly  used  to  treat  chlamydia. 
Therefore,  it  is  suspected  that  the 
cases  of  resistance  developed  due  to 
patients  who  were  infected  with 
both  chlamydia  and  gonorrhea  but 
only  treated  for  the  chlamydia.  The 
dose  of  azithromycin  kills  the 
chlamydia  and  some  Neisseria 


gonorrhea  but  leaves  the  most 
powerful  N.  gonorrhea  behind. 

The  second  type  is  resistant 
to  fluoroquinolone  antibiotics  like 
ciprofloxacin.  Almost  10%  of  the 
gonorrheal  cases  in  Hawaii  are 
resistant  to  these  first  choice  drugs. 
The  percent  rose  from  1.4%  in  1997 
to  9.5%  in  1999.  This  may  be  due 
to  travel  to  Asia  where  these 
resistant  strains  are  found  among 
70%  of  the  cases.  The  high  level  of 
domestic  and  international  travel 
makes  infectious  diseases  even 
more  of  a  concern. 

A  major  cause  of  resistant 
strains  is  when  those  who  are 
infected  stop  taking  their  medication 
when  symptoms  cease  instead  of 
finishing  the  bottle  as  prescribed.  It 
kills  the  weaker  bacteria,  but  allows 
the  strong  ones  to  continue  to  be 
spread. 

The  fact  that  drug  resistant 
strains  are  surfacing  does  not 
necessarily  make  the  bacteria  more 
dangerous.  However,  it  does 
increase  the  number  of  cases, 
which  ultimately  increases  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

cont.  on  pg.  11 


by  Letitia  Richards 

Who  ever  thought  that  one  day  a 
pregnant  woman  could  just  pop  a 
few  pills  and  her  troubles  of  having 
a  baby  would 
disappear  or 
literally  "die"? 
Now  this  isn't 
a  thought,  it  is 
reality. 
Women  who 
are  seeking 
abortions  no 
longer  have  to 
put  up  with  the 
hassle  of 
having  a 
surgical 
abortion, 
instead  the 
women  signs 
for  and  ingests 
pills  that  will 
start  the 
process  of 
abortion.  As 
we  speak  this 
is  happening 
and  the  cause 
of  it  is  a  new 
drug  recently 
approved  in 
the  United  States  on  September  28, 
2000,  called  RU-486,  also  known  as 
the  "abortion  pill". 


RU-486:  THE  ABORTION  PILL 
WORKS  THE  FIRST  9  WEEKS  OF 

PREGNANCY  

LEGAL  IN  FRANCE,  BR1TIAN, 
SWEDEN,  CHINA  AND  THE 

UNITED  STATES  

THE  MEDICAL  COMMUNITY 
HAS  IDENTIFD2D  RU-486  AS  A 
PROMISING  TREAMENT  FOR: 
CERTAIN  BREAST  CANCERS, 
OVARIAN  CANCER,  BRAIN 
TUMORS,  CUSHING'S  SYN- 
DROME, ADRENAL  CANCER, 
GLAUCOMA,  UTERINE  FD3ROID 
TUMORS  AND  CERVICAL  CAN- 
CERS  

M1SOPROSTAL  IS  THE  MEDICA- 
TION RECOMMENDED  AFTER 
MIFEPRISTONE  (RU-4861  

RU-486  WORKS  BY  BLOCKING 
THE  HORMONE  PROGESTER- 
ONE, WHICH  IS  NECESSARY  TO 
MAINTAIN  PREGNANCY 


RU-486  is  a  synthetic  steroid, 
invented  in  France  by  Dr.  Etienne- 
Emile  Baulieu  in  1990,  which 
interferes  with  the  action  of  progest- 
erone, a  vital 
hormone  for 
the  early 
stages  of 
pregnancy. 
RU-486  takes 
the  place  of 
progesterone 
and  actually 
starves  the 
fetus  to  death. 
The  fetus 
along  with  the 
uterine  lining 
is  supposed  to 
be  discharged, 
but  in  some 
cases  it  may 
not  happen  at 
all.  If  this 
occurs,  the 
surgical 
procedure  is 
necessary. 


What  is  SNM A/MAPS? 


Northeastern  University 
Student  National  Medical 
Association's 
Minority  Association  of  Pre-Health 
Students 

NuminoritypreheaIth@hotmaiI.com 

Executive  Board: 
President:         Tyeese  Gaines 
Vice-President:   L.  Chanel  Bryant 
Secretary:  Nikeesha  Bruce 

Asst.  Secretary:  Tyeese  Gaines 
Treasurer:  Tsehaia  Brown 
Parliamentarian:  Janefle  K.  Wood 

What  is  SNMA? 

The  Student  National  Medical 
Association  (SNMA)  is  our  parent 
organization  and  was  founded  in 
1964  by  Howard  University  College 
of  Medicine  students  and  Meharry 
Medical  College  students.  SNMA  is 
the  nation's  oldest  and  largest 
organization  focused  on  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  medical  students  of 
color.  Membership  includes  nearly 
5,000  medical  students,  pre-health 
students,  residents  and  licensed 


physicians. 

What  is  MAPS? 

The  Minority 
Association  of 
Pre-Health 
Students  (MAPS) 
program  offers 
guidance  for 

undergraduate  students  interested  in 
medical  and  health  careers.  Under- 
graduate students  are  provided  with 
information  on  how  to  choose  a 
curriculum  and  how  to  excel 
academically.  Through  partnership 
between  local  SNMA  and  under- 
graduate chapters,  the  MAPS 
program  hopes  to  increase  the 
matriculation  of  these  students  into 
the  health  related  programs  by 
providing  information,  materials 
and  mentorship  opportunities. 

What  does  MAPS  offer? 

•  Interaction  between 
graduate  and  pre-health 
students 

•  Community  service 
activities 

•  Tips  and  suggestions  on  the 
medical  school/  graduate 


school  application  process 

•  Mentoring  programs 

•  Tutoring  programs 

•  Association  of  like  minds 

On  a  national  level,  what  does 
SNMA-MAPS  offer? 

•  Regional  and  national 
conferences 

•  Networking  opportunities 
with  health  care  leaders 
and  future  colleagues 

•  MCAT  review  course 
discounts  and  scholarships 
through  Kaplan 

What  kind  of  student  can  benefit 
from  MAPS? 

All  undergraduate  students  who 
seek  a  profession  in  an  aspect  of  the 
medical  field  and  have  an  interest  in 
under-served  communities  can 
benefit  from  MAPS. 

What  are  the  goals  of  the  NU 
SNMA-MAPS? 

•  Academic  Achievement 

•  Mentorship 

•  Community  Service 

•  Support  System 


The  use  of 
these  pills  is 
allowed 

between  the  first  three  to  nine  weeks 
of  pregnancy.  At  nine  weeks,  the 
fetus  has  a  heartbeat,  blood  flowing 
through  its  body,  recordable  brain 
waves,  engraved  fingerprints, 
bendable  fingers,  and  can  suck  its 
thumb. 


|  THE  RU-486  ABORTION  PILL  j 

The  procedure  involves  the  woman 
visiting  the  physician  and  taking  a 
pregnancy  test  along  with  an 
ultrasound  to  verify  how  far  along 
she  is  in  the  pregnancy.  The  next 
step  is  to  take  mifepristone  (RU- 
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FEMALE 


MALE 


□  The  FDA  has  approved  the  first  prescription  device  designed  to 
help  women  with  sexual  dysfunction. 

□  Use  of  hormone  replacement  therapy  with  estrogen  and  progest- 
erone can  more  than  double  the  risk  of  a  form  of  breast  cancer. 

□  Women  who  take  estrogen  are  less  likely  to  develop  Alzheimer's. 

□  Prozac  can  be  used  for  PMS. 

□  Infertility  in  women  may  be  caused  from  extensive  exercising. 

□  Fibroids  are  benign  tumors  or  growths  that  occur  in  more  than 
20%  of  women  over  35. 

□  Fibroids  are  more  common  in  African-American  women  and  they 
cause  enlargement  and  distortion  of  the  uterus  and  may  cause 
bladder  problems  and  anemia. 

□  40%  of  all  women  who  seek  treatment  in  the  ER  have  injuries 
resulting  from  abuse  at  the  hands  of  men. 

□  1/5  of  all  US  women  in  high  school  and  college  display  at  least 
temporary  bulimic  signs 


□  Penile  Yeast  Infection-  formal  name  Baiantis,  the  symptoms  are  red 
patches  and  blisters  at  the  end  of  the  penis  and  around  the  foreskin; 
severe  itching  and  pain 

□  Testicular  Cancer  is  the  most  common  form  of  cancer  among  men 
ages  20-35. 


□  Some  men  don't  produce  sperm  at  all. 


□  Men  should  avoid  tight  fitting  underwear,  saunas,  and  hot  tubs. 
These  could  all  cause  infertility  in  men. 

□  Over  356,000  men  die  from  diseases  of  the  heart. 

□  291,000  die  each  year  from  colorectal  cancer 

□  Men  should  start  colon  cancer  screening  at  the  age  of  50. 

□  Testicular  Cancer  is  the  most  common  cancer  in  young  American 
men,  screening  should  start  right  after  puberty. 

□  Lack  of  quality  sleep  may  contribute  to  love  handles  and  double 
chins  in  men. 

□  US  men  are  more  likely  to  be  smokers,  binge  drinkers,  or  over- 
weight than  women  and  less  likely  to  have  health  insurance  and 
wear  seat  belts. 


Breast  Cancer:  A  Serious  Problem  in  Boston 


By  Amy  Morgan 

How  many  of  us  have  a  mother, 
sister,  aunt  or  grandmother?  Now 
how  many  of  us  have  one  of  these 
family  members  that  are  over  the 
age  of  forty?  If  you  are  one  of  these 
people  then  you  have  a  reason  to  be 
concerned,  especially  if  one  of  these 
members  is  living  in  and  around  the 
Boston  area.  Specifically,  I  am 
speaking  of  the  disparities  in  the 
breast  cancer  screening  and  care 
among  women  of  color  and  white 
women  in  the  Boston  area. 

Nationally,  cancer  is  the  second 
leading  cause  of  death,  falling  close 
behind  heart  disease,  with  a  mortal- 
ity rate  of  125  per  100,000  people. 
In  Massachusetts,  cancer  was  the 
leading  cause  of  death  for  both 
males  and  females  in  1998.  8,034 
deaths  between  1991  and  1997  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  were 
direct  results  of  all  types  of  cancer 
including  breast  cancer. 

Why  is  breast  cancer  such  a  big 
problem  in  the  area  that  can  be 
considered  the  medical  Mecca  of  the 
East  Coast?  In  addition,  comparing 
all  the  surrounding  areas  in  Boston, 
Mattapan  has  the  highest  mortality 
from  breast  cancer,  rating  at  39.7 
deaths  per  1 00,00  people  as  com- 
pared to  Boston  with  22.6  deaths  per 
1 00,000  people.  The  Boston  Public 
Health  commission  stated  in  The 
Health  of  Boston  1999  that  the 
mortality  rate  and  disparities  in 
cancer  screening  are  a  direct  result 
of  racial,  ethnic,  socioeconomic  and 


demographic  lines.  In  addition,  the 
report  stated  that  "the  [screening] 
rates  are  generally  low  among 
elderly,  the  uneducated,  and  the 
poor,  as  they  are  among  Blacks  and 
Hispanics".  In  all  cases  of  research 
between  1991  and  1997  for  the 
Boston  area,  Black  women  had  a 
higher  breast  cancer  mortality  rate 
than  White  women.  Nationally, 
there  are  similar  statistics;  in  fact. 
White  women  are  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer  more  often,  yet  Black 
women  have  higher  mortality  rates. 

What  are  the  direct  causes  of  this 
large  disparity?  In  the  Metropolitan 
Boston  area,  there  are  many  causes 
and  as  always,  the  causes  are  hard  to 
generalize.  Yet,  researchers  feel  that 
the  main  causes  are  due  to  the  lack 
of  education,  cultural  "norms",  lack 
of  early  diagnosis  and  income  and 
funding  barriers. 

The  National  Cancer  Institute 
recommends  that  a  woman  perform 
a  self-breast  exam  once  a  month  and 
receives  a  mammogram  once  a  year, 
after  the  age  of  forty.  Unfortunately, 
many  women  in  the  Boston  area  are 
not  aware  of  these  recommenda- 
tions, thus,  they  do  not  receive  the 
preventive  health  care  that  is 
needed.  In  addition,  through 
research  involving  focus  groups  and 
surveys,  researchers  found  that 
women  do  no  feel  educated  enough 
on  how  to  perform  a  self-breast 
exam  and  in  turn,  do  not  do  them. 
Women  are  not  aware  of  how 
serious  this  disease  is  or  how  many 
people  it  effects.  Thus,  they  do  not 


see  it  as  a  large  concern. 

Secondly,  Boston  is  an  extremely 
diverse  city  and  many  individuals 
dwelling  in  the  city  are  from  other 
countries.  Research  has  proven  that 
many  cultures  have  the  belief  that 
the  doctor  is  only  used  when  one  is 
not  feeling  well.  Unfortunately, 
when  an  individual  starts  to  have 
symptoms  of  breast  cancer,  it  is 
usually  too  late  to  receive  effective 
treatment.  In  addition,  many 
cultures  have  beliefs  that  include 
viewing  the  body  as  a  sacred  place 
that  should  not  be  touched  or 
examined  in  a  way  that  is  necessary 
for  breast  cancer  screening. 

Thirdly,  mammography  reduces 
the  mortality  rate  by  25-30%.  In  the 
Metropolitan  Boston  area,  many 
individuals  are  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer  at  very  late  stages,  and 
after  the  cancer  have  already  spread 
throughout  the  body.  In  this  case,  it 
is  extremely  difficult  for  doctors  to 
provide  effective  treatment  and  the 
consequences  are  much  greater. 

Lastly,  income  and  funding 
barriers  contribute  to  the  disparities 
in  breast  cancer  screening.  Many 
individuals  do  not  have  insurance 
plans  and  feel  they  cannot  afford  the 
cost  of  the  screening.  In  addition, 
many  health  centers  in  the  area  do 
no  have  enough  funding  to  be  able 
to  track  women  who  do  need  annual 
screening  procedures. 

Thus,  what  is  being  done  and 
what  can  be  done  in  order  to 
decrease  the  mortality  rate  among 
Black  women  and  keep  residents  of 


Boston  healthy?  Nationally,  the 
National  Cancer  Institute  has 
proposed  plans  to  fund  more 
research  as  to  why  women  of  color 
are  not  receiving  preventive  health 
care,  also  they  have  established 
programs  to  interest  more  people  of 
color  to  participate  in  this  type  of 
research  and  go  into  cancer  care. 
The  goal  is  that  individuals  will  feel 
more  comfortable  discussing  issues 
with  people  that  have  similar 
backgrounds.  On  the  local  level, 
Boston  has  established  research 
programs  in  order  to  answer  many 
of  the  same  questions.  In  addition, 
Partners  Health  Care  has  set  up  a 
program  that  allows  women  of  color 
who  are  at  or  below  the  poverty 
level  that  have  no  insurance  to 
receive  a  free  mammogram.  Further 
more,  Partners  Health  Care  has 
expanded  their  project  to  advertise 
on  local  radio  stations  and  in  local 
newspapers  and  public  meeting 
areas. 

In  addition  to  the  national  and 
local  level  programs,  we  as  indi- 
viduals who  have  mothers,  aunts, 
sisters  and  grandmothers  need  to 
talk  to  each  other  and  educate  each 
other  on  this  specific  issue.  The 
only  way  the  breast  cancer  mortality 
rates  will  decrease  in  the  Boston 
areas  is  educated  individuals  about 
the  significance  of  the  problems  and 
to  pull  together  as  a  community  to 
obtain  funding,  services  and  the 
instruments  needed  to  keep  our 
people  healthy. 


AIDS  HEALTH  FACTS 

ONE-THIRD  OF  AMERICAN  HIV  PATIENTS  GO  WITHOUT  TREATMENT 

*  URINE  TESTS  ARE  INEFFECTIVE  IN  TESTING  FOR  HIV 

TEARS,  SALIVA  AND  THE  URINE  OF  PREGNANT  WOMEN  CONTAIN  PROTEINS  THAT  ARE  POTENT  KILLERS  OF  HIV 

❖  THE  UN  PREDICTS  THAT  AIDS  WILL  WIPE  HALF  OF  THE  TEENAGERS  IN  SOME  AFRICAN  NATIONS 

❖ 

24  MILLION  SUB-SAHARAN  AFRICANS  ARE  INFECTED  WITH  HIV 

* 

AIDS  IS  THE  NUMBER  ONE  KILLER  OF  AFRICAN- AMERICANS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  25  AND  44 

• 

• 

1  IN  50  BLACK  MEN  ARE  HIV  POSITIVE 

❖ 

IN  1983  BLACKS  MADE  UP  26  %  OF  ALL  AIDS  CASES  IN  THE  U.S.  BY  THE  END  OF  1999  THAT  NUMBER  HAD  GROWN  TO  54% 

❖   MOKL  BLACK  AND  HISPANIC  GAY  MEN  ARE  DIAGNOSED  WITH  HIV  THAN  WHITE  GAY  MEN 

A'ight,  first  off,  I  wanna  thank  God, 
Andre,  Alithea,  Ibiere  and  all  the 
other  Onyx  cats  that  helped  revive 
the  Onyx  when  it  was  on  the 
operating  table  about  to  hit  a 
flatline.  Thanks  to  all  y'all,  we  can 
keep  the  minority  voice  alive  and  let 
all  the  fake,  non-minority  repin' 
muthaf*#!as  know  what  the  deal  is. 
So  yo,  welcome  back  to  another 
year  of  relationships,  bullsh*tin', 
classes,  new  experiences,  more  L's 
&  liquor,  leamin'  sh*t  (yeah,  y'all 
betta  do  good  in  your  classes),  and 
being  black  (or  any  minority  group 
going  through  a  struggle).  Second,  I 
gotta  breakdown  what  this  track  by 
track  is  about.  This  is  for  the  real 
hip  hop  cats  that  be  holdin'  they 
lives  down  but  take  time  out  of  their 
days  to  listen  to  some  real  music 
that  hits  ya  heart,  ya  brain,  ya  legs 
fa  dancin',  or  your  neck  wit  them 
bumpin'  a$$  beats.  Every  issue, 
there's  a  album  that  gets  special 
attention  because  I  felt  they  needed 
to  shine.  Also,  most  of  the  article  is 
a  review  of  every  track,  start  to 
finish.  The  end  is  a  rating  of  that 
album  and  the  other  recent  albums 
that  deserved  attention  on  a  scale  of 
how  much  loot  the  album  is  worth. 
The  best  price  being  $  1 4.99  cause 
I'm  not  seein'  no  more  loot  than 
that  to  pay  for  a  CD,  and  $0.00 
being  the  least,  meaning,  stay  in  the 
crib  &  do  homework  instead  of 
going  out  to  buy  that  sh*t.  A'ight, 
now  on  a  trip  to  Uptown,  Manhat- 
tan. This  month,  my  ni&&a 
CamRon  got  the  spot  light,  so  let  me 
get  to  this  business. 

Track  1 :  The  1  st  track  is  called 
"F*#!  You"  and  I  think  it's  kind  of 
obvious  what  he's  dealin'  wit.  He's 
saying  middle  finga  U  to  all  the  fake 
cats  out  there  playin'  roles,  the  wack 
b*#ches.  the  hatas  and  all  the  other 
cats  not  feelin'  him  basically.  Just  a 
intro  to  show  you  where  his  head  is 
at.  No  rhymin"  yet. 

Track  2:  Yo,  excited  is  the  only  way 
1  can  describe  this  beat  he  starts  the 
album  wit'.  Mad  base  drums,  some 
glittery  diamond  soundin"  sh*t, 
some  string  instrument  and  a  "killa" 
chant  actin'  like  a  hook.  His  lyrics 
are  crazy  and  I'm  feelin'  his  style  of 
delivery  on  this  joint  called  "That's 
Me".  He  uses  this  double  meaning 
and  straight  up,  tellin'  you  who  he  is 
and  who  he's  not  style.  That  beat  is 
ampin'  the  listener  and  blowin  out 
car  speakers  at  the  right  volume. 

Track  3:  Me  and  my  man  Stixx 
from  Queens  (who  first  let  me  hear 
this  album)  was  really  feelin'  the 
beat  and  the  lyrics  Cam  throws  on 
"Whatever",  but  the  hook 
is  kind  of  comballish.  I  think  this  is 
one  of  those  joints  he  wants  to  be 


played  in  the  clubs.  "I'm  at  the 
tunnel,  they  let  in  500  h*es."  A 
piano,  some  ill  bass 
drums,  a  henessey  &  gingerale, 
and  a  shorty  to  shmoove  out  in  a 
club  would  be  bangin  right  now. 

Track  4:  Shorty  from  Destiny's 
Child  sings  a  real  a$$  hook  wit 
Cam  killin'  the  lyrical  side  tellin' 
about  if  he  would  live  his  life  the 
same  way  over  again.  He's 
basically  sayin  "Hell  Yeah",  lettin 
his  man  Jimmy  Jones  throw  some 
darts.  They  both  represent  wit 
Cam  shinin'  wit  lines  like  "Girls 
will  flip  like  Dominique  Dawes". 
The  beat  is  ill  and  this  will  hit  you 
in  the  heart  if  you  come  from  the 
struggle.  This  is  one  of  my 
favorite  pieces  on  here.  I'd  "Do  it 
Again"  too.  This  is  a  deep,  heart 
flusterin' joint. 

Track  5:  This  beat  is  kind  of 
lackin'  a  little  but  I  heard  most  of 
this  on  a  BET,  quote  "freestyle". 
It's  a'ight  if  you  never  heard  it.  It's 
called  "Come  Kill  Me". 

Track  6:  Another  depressin'  track 
but  this  is  the  beat  I  heard  track  5 
on  originally  on  that  BET  show. 
It's  a'ight,  he  holds  his  ground 
down  but  it  wasn't  nuttin'  really 
special.  It's  called  "What  I  Gotta 
Live  For". 

Track  7:  This  sounds  like  some 
brainwashin'  sh*t.  It's  called 
"Violence",  so  you  get  the  point. 
01'  Dirty's  on  it  and  I  can't  say 
nothin'  special.  Don't  listen  to  it.  I 
wouldn't  have  put  this  at  number 
7. 

Track  8:  A  skit  wit  Cam  talkin' 
sh*t  to  some  h*e  about  head  & 
havin'  a  ()rgy.  It  was  kind  a  funny 
hearin'  the  stupid  sh*t  some 
women  have  been  confined  to 
say. 

Track  9:  I'm  not  really  feelin'  this 
"Freek"  right  now.  It  sounds  like  a 
club  joint  wit  some  simple  lyrics 
and  a  corny  club  beat.  Next  track. 

Track  10:  It's  only  cause  I  know 
the  rest  of  the  album  is  good  why 
I'm  still  listening  at  this  point. 
"Double  Up"  features  Juelzthat 
sounds  just  like  Beanie  Siegel.  It's 
cool  though.  If  I  heard  this  right 
after  track  5  it  would  have  been 
better.  The  beat  is  a'ight  but  kind 
of  boring. 

TVack  11:  Aaaa'iiigght!  Finally 
some,  back  to  the  basics  street 
shit.  That  beat  is  crazy  peaceful 
and  I  know  the  song  is  gonna  be 
ill.  1  hear  somethin'  from  "Hill 
Street  Blues"  in  the  essence  in  the 
beat,  and  some  kicks  and  some 


snares.  Slow  though.  Cam  steps  it 
up  for  the  Queensbridge  duet  wit 
one  of  the  "realest"  cats  in  the  game 
"Capital  P,  y'all  know  whas  the 
outcome."  Prodigy  from  the  Mobb 
Deep  blesses  the  track  wit  a  verse 
and  a  QB/Hempstead  project  ni&&a 
presence.  Both  of  them  kill  the 
shootout  of  dem  lyrics,  tellin'  how 
the  streets  got  ni&&as  "Losin' 
Weight"  in  mad  different  senses  of 
those  words.  Darrel!  "Digga" 
Branch  deserves  credit  for  this 
composition  of  beats  and  I  love  to 
see  street  cats  show  love  for  each 
other.  Feel  that. 

Track  12:  The  title  track  "Sports, 
Drugs  &  Entertainment"  has  another 
smoothe  beat  and  some  Jay-Z,  two- 
word  quote  and  a  hook  wit  a  Biggie 
cut.  His  lyrics  describe  his  story  of 
those  three  words  in  the  title  being 
his  life.  That  beat  is  perfect  for  his 
dreary  tale  of  that  realness  goin'  on 
in  hoods  all  over  the  US.  Another 
favorite  track  candidate,  like  Bush 
don't  need  to  be.  Another  "Feel 
that". 

Track  13:  Everybody  had  to  have 
seen  this  video  by  now  if  you  got 
BET.  "What  Means  the  World  to 
You"  is  another  club  joint  I  wouldn't 
mind  hearin'  at  a  club.  NEXT 
WEEK:  I'm  still  feelin'  this  joint.  It 
grew  on  me. 

Track  14:  Appropriately  titled  "All 
the  Chickens"  will  be  bumpin'  out  of 
mad  ni&&as  trunks.  Some  cat 
named  Self  laced  Cam  wit  a  beat  all 
the  brothas  out  there  can  appreciate. 
It's  phat  and  funny  at  the  same  time. 
Through  the  whole  joint,  he  has 
some  girls  talkin'  about  him  on 
some  groupie  sh*t.  They  got  the 
funniest  roles  but  his  story  will  have 
the  females  that's  listening  to  this 
wit  you,  mad. 

Track  15:  "F*#!  You  At"  features 
Noreaga  and  it  sounds  like  a  Cash 
Money  beat  somehow.  It's  funny 
though  cause  this  is  all  you  seem  to 
hear  Noreaga  on  lately;.some  fast 
drums  and  bass  tones.  Honestly,  I'm 
not  really  feelin'  this  cause  I'm 
missin'  the  'War  Report'  Noreaga. 

Track  16:  "Why  No"  is  Cam's 
version  of  why  does  everything 
happen.  He's  buggin'  and 
complainin1  about  why  he  can't  have 
certain  things,  and  why  certain 
things  happen.  The  beat  is  basic  but 
he's  flippin'  and  bein'  cleva  at  the 
same  time.  "Why  when  planes 
crash,  ni&&as  fly  to  die?" 

Track  17:  Two  of  Cam's  boys, 
Dutch  &  Spade  help  him  represent 
some  underground.  Uptown  mixtape 
flava.  A  street  lova  named  Digga 
(who  did  most  of  the  production  on 
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this  album  and  his  1st  one)  make 
this  one  that  the  corner  cats  will 
cherish.  The  basic  goal  of  the  track 
is  to  let  you  know,  as  Cam  would 
say,  "Where  I'm  From".  The  beat 
has  a  nice  thump  but  nothin'  deep. 

Track  18:  This  is  how  I  like  to  hear 
Cam  rhyme.  The  beat  is  kind  of 
quick  but  he's  not  flowin'  that  fast 
wit  his  lyrics.  "Let  Me  Know"  has 
been  on  the  radio.  This  is  for  the 
mixtape  lovas  and  excited  street 
ni&&as  doin'  it.  And  that  theme  he 
starts  it  off  with  is  the  Monday 
Night  Football  intro. 

Track  19:  After  a  song  like  Let  Me 
Know,  I  figured  a  better  ending  than 
this.  Some  cat  named  Grease  can't 
seem  to  fully  tie  that  knot,  lacin'  this 
track.  It's  a'ight  but  it  sounds  like 
"My  Hood"  is  really  for  them 
Uptown  cats.  It's  a'ight  though. 
That's  the  end. 

He  had  19  tracks  on  his  first 
album  too,  and  like  the  1st,  he  laced 
about  60%  of  it.  10  phat  joints,  4 
a'ight,  2  funny  skits  (intro  in- 
cluded), and  4  horrible  tracks.  I'd 
squeeze  like  $10- 11. 99  for  this,  if  I 
had  to.  It's  worth  it  if  you  like  Cam 
but  1  don't  know  how  newcomers 
are  gonna  feel  this.  I'm  feelin' his 
sh*t  though.  I  made  my  own  tape 
without  the  wack  songs  and  some 
joints  from  his  first  album  to  fill  up 
a  60  minute  tape.  To  end  this  off,  I 
took  a  trip  to  the  record  spots  and 
made  a  list  of  the  new  good  sh*t. 
For  my  DJ  Premier  lovas.  Group 
Home  came  out  with  a  new  album, 
MOP  dropped  "Warriorz'"  and  Afu- 
Ra  came  out  wit  some,  I'm  really 
feelin'  his  sh*t.  Other  phat  albums 
to  look  for  is  Reflection  Eternal 
(Talib  Kweli  &  DJ  HiTek).  Phife 
Dawg  from  A  Tribe  Called  Quest, 
Dice  Raw  from  the  Roots,  Jay-Z's 
Volume  3  and  latest,  "The  Dynasty", 
and  DJ  Muggs  from  Cypress  Hill 
dropped  compilation  #2,  Soul 
Assassins  II.  Capone  &  Noreaga 
came  out  wit  a  new  album  too  cause 
Capone  just  got  out  of  jail  and  all 
the  Lefrak/Queensbridge  heads  are 
celebratin'.  Prodigy  from  Mobb 
Deep  dropped  "H.N.l.C."  and  that's 
my  sh!t  right  there.  The  Wu  joint 
for  the  2G  that  they  predicted  on 
"Wu-Tang  Forever",  is  out  now.  I 
can't  wait  to  hear  that.  All  these  are 
pretty  good,  so  try  to  check  them  if 
you  can  and  if  they  sound  familiar. 
Before  I  bounce,  I  wanna  say  peace 
and  thanks  to  Keesha  for  holdin' 
me.  "You  know  I  got  you  next 
week!"  ha  haa,  mad  love  Boo.  And 
to  my  dunn-dunns  Walt  &  Maal, 
hold  ya  heads.  I  got  y'all.  Use  that 
number!  The  Track  by  Track  is  out 
once  again.  One  L  my  peoples, 
■damaica.  Queens  finest> 


email  Maurice  Archer  at  q_mastah@hotmail.com 
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Letter  from  the  Editors: 


We  are  in  a  new  millennium  and  many  changes  have  occurred.  We  have  started  a  new  school  year, 
we  will  have  a  new  president,  and  among  other  changes  you  will  see  that  you  are  reading  the  new  and 
improved  Onyx  Informer.  If  this  is  your  first  time  reading  this  newspaper,  we  would  like  to  welcome 
you  to  our  paper  and  take  some  time  to  explain  what  the  Onyx  Informer  is  all  about. 

The  Onyx  Informer  was  created  in  October  of  1972and  has  since  then  been  the  voice  of  students  of 
the  minority  population  at  Northeastern  University  (NU).  We  serve  students  of  the  African  Diaspora 
and  the  greater  Boston  urban  community  in  which  we  reside. 

Founder  Ted  Thomas  was  the  first  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Onyx  Informer.  In  November  of  1973, 
Thomas  realized  his  dream  of  creating  a  newspaper  to  cover  aspects  of  Black  life,  as  it  related  to  NU 
students  could  blossom  into  a  concrete  succession.  With  the  assistance  of  five  other  core  staff  mem- 
bers including  Joyce  Clark,  Ileen  Dolson,  Harold  Hunt,  Barbara  Ellis  and  Donna  Deans, 

Thomas  □  brainchild  covered  a  vast  array  of  topics  such  as  news,  culture,  entertainment,  politics, 
sports,  and  student  community  at  NU  and  the  adjacent  communities. 

Originally  designed  as  a  vehicle  to  allow  journalism  majors  to  gain  experience  in  its  first  year  of  ex- 
istence, The  Onyx  Informer  has  since  derived  six  major  purposes  to  achieve  this: 

1 .  To  provide  work-study  jobs  for  Black  students  who  wished  to  obtain  newspaper  experience. 

2.  To  allow  journalism  majors  the  chance  to  experiment  with  their  creativity  and  to  develop  good  jour- 
nalistic style. 

3.  To  contain  a  literary  section  that  provided  an  outlet  for  Black  students  interested  in  the  arts. 

4.  To  inform  Black  students  and  community  residents  of  the  events  that  surround  them. 

5.  To  announce  events  held  in  the  community  and  other  colleges. 

6.  To  educate  Black  people  to  their  position  and  potential  to  the  University  world. 

The  papers  mission  has  remained  the  same  after  twenty-eight  years  of  existence.  The  Onyx  In- 
former continues  to  be  a  voice  of  the  minority  population  on  the  campus  of  NU.  As  was  mentioned  be- 
fore, the  millenium. 

Yours  Truly, 
Co-Editors 

Andre  Jean-Francois 
Alithea  Casimir 
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HEALTH  11 


Black  Patients 
More  at  Risk 
for  Diabetes 

By  Melissa  White 

Decade  after  decade,  year  after 
year  there  is  a  constant  struggle 
with  diabetes  among  African- 
Americans.  In  1993,  there  were 
1 .3  million,  almost  3  times  the 
number  in  1963  and  later  in 
1998,  there  were  1.5  million, 
almost  4  times  the  number  three 
decades  ago.  Today,  approxi- 
mately 10.8%  of  all  African 
Americans  have  diabetes, 
however,  one-third  of  them  do 
not  know  it.  Sense  a  pattern? 

For  every  six  white  Americans 
who  have  diabetes,  10  African- 
Americans  have  diabetes.  In 
other  words,  about  2.3  million 
African  Americans  have  diabetes 
today,  but  do  not  know  they  have 
the  disease.  Many  of  these  cases 
are  often  left  undiagnosed, 
lacking  clinical  care  for  this 
disease,  causing  a  major  chal- 
lenge for  the  health  community. 

Diabetes  is  a  disease  that  affects 
the  body's  ability  to  produce  or 
respond  to  insulin,  a  hormone 
that  allows  blood  glucose  to 
enter  the  cells  of  the  body  and  be 
used  for  energy.  It  falls  into  two 
categories.  Type  I,  which  usually 
starts  during  childhood  or 
adolescence  and  Type  II,  which 
commonly  occurs  after  the  age 
of  45.  The  frequency  of  diabetes 
in  African-American  adults  is 
influenced  by  the  same  risk 
factors  that  are  associated  with 
Type  II  diabetes  in  other  popula- 
tions. In  addition,  higher  than 
normal  levels  of  insulin  are 
associated  with  the  increased 
risk  of  developing  Type  II 
diabetes. 

A  new  study  reported  in  the  May 
issue  of  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association 
(JAMA)  states  that  African- 
Americans  are  at  much  higher 
risk  of  developing  diabetes  than 
white  Americans.  Some  re- 
searchers believe  that  African- 
Americans  inherited  a  "thrifty 
gene"  from  their  African  ances- 
tors. Years  ago,  this  gene 
enabled  Africans,  during  "feast 
and  famine"  cycles,  to  use  food 
energy  more  efficiently  when 
food  was  scarce.  Today,  the 
thrifty  gene  that  developed  for 
survival  may  make  a  person 
more  susceptible  to  developing 
Type  II  diabetes.  However, 
researchers  tend  to  believe  that 
genetics  probably  makes  Type  I 
diabetes  less  common  among 
children  with  African  ancestry 
than  children  of  European 
ancestry.  Medical  and  lifestyle 
factors  also  contribute  to  the  risk 
of  developing  the  disease,  such 
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Gonorrhea 
from  pg  5. 


Transmission 

Gonorrhea  is  most 
common  amongst  those  in  the 
15-29  year  old  range.  It  is 
contracted  through  unprotected 
sexual  contact  (oral,  anal  and 
vaginal)  with  an  infected  person, 
who  may  or  may  not  exhibit 
symptoms.  CDC  reports  show 
that  women  are  infected  three 
times  as  much  as  men  as  adults 
and  girls  ages  10-14  are  infected 
four  times  as  much  as  boys  ages 
10-14.  Men  have  a  30-50% 
chance  of  catching  it  from  an 
infected  partner,  whereas  the 
percentage  for  women  is  60-90%. 
Overall,  the  cases  of  gonorrhea  in 
the  US  have  decreased  in  the  past 
decade,  while  the  rate  for  teenag- 
ers and  homosexual  men  are 
currently  increasing.  The  risk  of 
contracting  the  disease  increases 
as  a  person's  number  of  sexual 
partners'  increases. 

Symptoms 

Once  again,  not  all 
infected  with  gonorrhea  develop 
symptoms. 

For  those  who  do  de- 
velop symptoms,  they  appear  in 
men  anywhere  from  1  day  to  2 
weeks  after  exposure.  The  main 
symptom  is  a  tingling  sensation 
in  the  urethra  (the  passageway 
that  carries  urine  from  the 
bladder  to  the  outside  of  the 
body).  A  few  hours  later,  urina- 
tion becomes  painful  and  dis- 
charge is  present.  As  time 
progresses,  pain  increases  and  the 
discharge  becomes  thicker. 

For  women,  the  infection 
affects  the  cervix,  other  reproduc- 
tive organs,  and  the  urethra.  The 
symptoms  are  frequent  painful 
urination  and  abnormal  dis- 


NU  SNMA-MAPS  WINTER  2001  QUARTER  CALENDAR 

All  Tuesday  night  events  held  from  6:30-8:30pm  in  the  John  D.  O'Bryant 
African  American  Institute 


January  9th  -  Opening  meeting/  Welcome 

January  16,h  -  Study  Skills/  Kaplan  workshop 

January  23rd  -Professional  Panel  Discussion  with  keynote  speaker 

January  30,h  -  Opportunities  in  Medicine  (research,  clinical,  policy...) 

February  6"1  -  Resume  Workshop/  Preparing  for  the  Recruitment  Fair 

February  13"1  -  Case  Study/  Grand  Rounds  Presentation 

February  IS"1  -  Graduate  School,  Career  and  Co-op  Recruitment  Fair* 

February  20"'  -  Loan  Repayment  Programs  -  NIH,  NHSC,  etc... 

February  2Tb  -  Admission  to  Medical/Graduate  schools 

March  6,b  -  Final  meeting,  closing,  dinner  and  elections 
**Fair  held  during  daytime  hours 


charge.  For  half  of  infected 
women,  the  only  symptom  is  a 
slight  increase  in  vaginal  dis- 
charge. Often  times,  the  only 
clue  women  may  have  is  the 
discovery  that  a  former  partner 
has  developed  the  disease.  This 
is  why  gynecological  exams  are 
so  important. 

Oral  sex  with  an  infected 
person  can  lead  to  pharyngeal 
gonorrhea,  which  is  character- 
ized by  a  sore  throat,  pain  on 
swallowing,  and  redness  of 
throat  and  tonsils.  If  the  bacte- 
rium infects  the  eyes,  it  can 
cause  conjunctivitis  (red,  in- 
flamed eyes)  which  is  commonly 
referred  to  as  "pink  eye". 
Treatment 

Women  are  often 
automatically  tested  for  gonor- 
rhea with  a  pap  smear,  whereas 
men  are  not  routinely  checked 
for  gonorrhea. 

Only  a  physician  can 
determine  the  type  of  infection, 
since  gonorrhea  often  mimics 
other  STDs.  The  doctor  will 
take  samples  of  any  discharge  to 
test  and  establish  what  organ- 


Abortion  Pill  from  pg.  5 


486)  and  return  to  the  hospital  or 
clinic  in  two  days.  Upon  returning 
she  has  to  take  another  pill  called 
prostaglandin,  which  includes 
contractions,  only  if  the  baby  hasn't 
aborted  already.  Once  the  prostag- 
landin is  taken  she  must  be  moni- 
tored for  about  four  hours  while  the 
powerful  contractions  take  place. 
About  half  the  abortions  take  place 
in  the  doctor's  office  during  this 
four-hour  waiting  period.  A  few 
days  later  she  returns  to  the  clinic  or 
hospital  to  be  sure  the  process  has 
been  completed. 

There  is  a  lot  of  controversy 
surrounding  the  issue  of  the  abortion 
pill  and  one  of  the  main  concerns 
talked  about  is  the  well  being  of  the 
women  who  are  going  through  with 
this  procedure.  Studies  have  shown 
that  some  side  effects  associated 
with  RU-486  is  heavy  vaginal 
bleeding,  diarrhea,  vomiting, 
infection,  fatigue,  hot  flashes, 
dizziness,  anemia,  fainting,  breast 


conditions  and  heart  conditions. 
Researchers  also  warned  that  the 
drug  could  be  very  harmful  to 
women  who  have  diabetes,  high 
blood  pressure,  bronchitis,  fibroids, 
women  who  have  recently  used  oral 
contraceptives  or  IUD  and  women 
who  are  heavy  smokers.  Another 
huge  concern  for  the  women  is  the 
psychological  complications  that 
can  occur.  These  women  have  to 
live  with  that  decision  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives  and  that  could  be  very 
difficult  to  handle. 

The  drug  will  be  available  as  a 
prescription  medication  in  pharma- 
cies under  the  name  "Mifeprex", 
with  the  exception  of  Wal-Mart 
pharmacies  in  the  near  future. 
Surgical  abortion  clinics  may  no 
longer  be  needed  and  (he  use  of  this 
option  may  become  very  popular 
among  those  who  opt  for  abortion. 


isms  are  present.  Antibiotics 
will  then  be  prescribed. 


Complications 

Even  if  a  person  does  not 
develop  symptoms,  complications 
can  still  occur  from  infection.  Like 
other  STDs,  being  infected  with 
gonorrhea  makes  it  easier  to 
contract  human  immuno-deficiency 
virus  (HIV),  the  virus  that  causes 
AIDS.  Men  can  develop  epididymi- 
tis (inflammation  of  the  testicles) 
and  infertility.  Women  can  develop 
pelvic  inflammatory  disease  (PID), 
scarred  fallopian  tubes,  and  in- 
creased risk  of  ectopic  pregnancy 
and  infertility.  Out  of  all  women 
infected  with  gonorrhea,  10-40% 
develops  PID,  causing  abdominal 
pain,  irregular  menstrual  cycles, 
backache,  painful  intercourse  and/or 
foul-smelling  vaginal  discharge.  In 
both  genders,  gonorrhea  can  spread 
to  other  parts  of  the  body  through 
the  bloodstream,  causing  fever, 
rashes,  and  joint  pain. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.cdc.gov,  or  call  the  STD 
hotline  at  1-800-227-8922. 
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Freedom  without  equality  is  not 
enough.. .It's  about  equity  and 
parity,  as  opposed  to  welfare 
charity. 

-Jesse  Jackson  PS* 


From  The  Floor  Up 


By  Ellis  Reid 

If  you  were  to  walk  into  a 
school  cafeteria  on  a  weekday 
evening,  what  would  you  expect  to 
see?  A  PTA  meeting?  Or  maybe  the 
last  few  kids  from  the  after  school 
program  waiting  impatiently  for 
their  parents?  Or  Janitors  cleaning 
an  empty  room?  At  the  Hennigan 
School  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  section 

of  Boston,  none  of  these  scenes 
describe  what  is  happening.  Instead, 
the  room  is  filled  with  kids  of  all 
ages  buzzing  around  while  a 
resonating  sound  system  pumps  out 
break  record  after  break  record.  This 

is  actually  the  location  of 
breakdancing  crew,  the  Floorlords. 

However,  the  cafeteria  is  also 
occupied  by  people  who  have  come 
to  take  advantage  of  the  free  (yeah  I 
said  free)  dancing  lessons  that  are 
offered  Monday  through  Thursday 
from  5:30pm-9:30pm  by  none  other 
than  the  Floorlords  themselves. 
The  Floorlords  originated  a 
few  months  shy  of  twenty  years  ago 


when  two  B-Boy  crews  from  Boston 
joined  forces  after  meeting  at  an 
audition.  The  two  groups  were  NBS, 
who  were  focused  on  making 
money  dancing  in  the  street,  and  the 
NY  Puppeteers  who  were  more 
interested  in  organized  performance. 
The  two  crews  began  dancing 
together  in  subway  stations  down- 
town, at  malls  and  even  in  the 


airport.  Then,  after  disinterest  and 
inner  conflict  amongst  the  NY 
puppeteers,  the  current  president  of 
the  Floorlords,  Lino  Delgado  AKA 
Leanski  joined  with  members  of 
NBS.  But  being  that  the  crew  was 
now  transformed,  Lino  insisted,  "If 
we're  gonna  start  something,  let's 
start  something  new."  And  the 
Floorlords  were  born. 


Book  Review 


YOUR  FAVORITE  BOOK  7 


1)   Melissa  Owens 
The  Bible 

"It  is  a  living  word, 
God's  living  word, 
that  you  could  read 
at  age  5  or  age  95 
and  still  gel 
I    something  out  of 


2)    James  Francois 

The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm 
X 

"I  could  relate  to 
it  really  well.  It 
gave  a  realistic 
view  of  American 
Society.  It  helped 
Martin  Luther 
King,  JR's  cause 
because  it  allowed 
our  society  to  see  the  other  side 
of  the  civil  rights  movement." 


3)    Lismarys  Arjona 

To  Kill  A  Mockingbird 
"It  is  well-written  and  has 
good 

storyline.  At 
the  age  I  read 
it,  I  could 
relate  to  some 
of  the 

characters.  It 
teaches  you  a 
lot  about  life." 

Ngozi  Ogbonna 


Now  almost  two  decades 
later,  the  Floorlords  are  still  a 
significant  force  in  hip-hop  despite 
the  short  average  life  span  of  any 
hip-hop  artist.  Up  to  this  point,  the 
Floorlords  have  only  been  progress- 
ing as  a  unit.  They  have  added  new 
divisions  of  the  crew  over  the  years. 
They  have  received  sponsorship 
from  major  corporations  including 
Eastpak,  RP55,  Saucony  and  North 
Peak.  They  have  performed  all  over 
the  world  with  many  notable  artists. 
They  have  even  choreographed  and 
performed  their  own  play, 
"Floorlore"  that  document  the 
history  of  hip-hop  dancing  including 
other  dance  forms,  such  as,  African, 
Jazz,  Ballet,  Capoeira  and  martial 
arts. 

But  after  sitting  down  with 
Lino,  the  president,  and  Paul  Rosato 
AKA  Lefty,  the  vice  president,  it  is 
obvious  that  their  motives  as  a 
conglomerate  are  much  more 
sincere  than  the  "get  money" 
attitude  that  is  ran  rampant  in  hip- 
hop.  The  love  that  the  two  ex- 
pressed about  the  artform  known  as 
B-Boying/B-Girling  proves  that 
they  will  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  stay  true  to  the  art.  With 
the  love  for  the  art  comes  love  for 
their  community  and  the  youth,  and 
the  reason  behind  the  amount  of 
bodies  squeaking  their  sneakers  on 
the  cafeteria  floor  trying  to  leam  the 
tricks  of  the  trade.  "We're  trying  to 
keep  breaking  alive  and  educate  the 
kids  about  hip-hop,"  says  Lino  who 
had  just  been  yelling  instructions  for 
a  headspin  over  his  back  to  one  of 
the  younger  members  of  the 
Floorlords.  Although  there  is  a 
substantial  amount  of  positive 


The  Sound  of  a  Dream  Deferred 
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By  Octavia  Ramsey 

Hip-hop  is  the  music  that 
sounds  like  misery,  hope,  joy,  death, 
anger,  rage,  love,  life,  and  revolu- 
tion. As  is  any  art  form,  it  is  as 
complex  and  multidimensional  as 
the  people  who  create  it  are.  It  is  the 
sound  of  tribulation  wailing  through 
the  streets,  going  unheard  unless  it 
is  accompanied  by  a  soul  and  body 
stirring  beat.  In  many  ways  hip-hop 
is  an  emulation  of  society,  all 
encompassing  of  the  savage  and 
condescending  reality  that  societal 
norms,  socialization,  and  institutions 
have  implicitly  suggested  are  goals 
and  ambitions  that  all  of  the 
•productive'  and  'successful' 
members  of  it's  society  should 
esteem  as  distinguished.  Hip-hop  is 
the  harmonious  and  cacophonous 
wake  up  call  that  this  land  of  the 
savagely  'civilized'  made  itself 
vulnerable  to  when  its  founding 
fathers  planted  their  seeds  in  bloody 


soil.  America  was  conceived 
through  the  rape  and  sodomy  of 
Africa  and  Native  Americans.  Hip- 
hop  did  not  ask  for  America- 
America  asked  for  hip-hop.  Hip-hop 
is  the  cry  of  the  disenfranchised.  It 
is  the  mourning  song  of  those  who 
have  watched  their  dreams  sucked 
from  their  soul  and  forced  into 
abortion  before  the  genesis  of  its 
development. 

Langston  Hughes  once 
asked  the  question  "What  happens 
to  a  dream  deferred? 
Does  it  dry  up  /like  a  raisin  in  the 
sun?  /Or  fester  like  a  sore/ And  then 
run?  /Does  it  stink  like  rotten  meat? 
/Or  crust  and  sugar  over/  like  a 
syrupy  sweet?  /Maybe  it  just  sags 
like  a  heavy  load.  /Or  does  it 
explode?" 

Hip-Hop  is  the  sound  of  a 
dream  deferred  full  of  fury  that 
signifies  everything.  You  may  never 
see  a  man  cry.  But  you  may  see  his 
eyes  curse  and  scream  in  a  battered 


rage  as  he  watches  his  sister's  body 
sold  and  his  mother's  wishes  stolen. 
It  is  a  'festering  sore'.  Some  of  the 
lyrics  seem  to  glorify  the  very  thing 
that  imprisoned  their  ancestors, 
raped  their  mother  and  sister, 
enervated  their  fathers,  and  shame- 
lessly dissected  their  families.  Some 
of  the  music  openly  praises  the 
beast  that  is  capitalism,  while  they 
and  many  of  their  people  still 
wallow  in  the  confines  of  that 
beast's  belly.  It  is  easy  to  criticize 
this,  but  it  very  hard  to  try  and 
understand  why  the  oppressed  take 
on  the  face  of  the  oppressor.  It's 
deeeeeeeeeeep...very  deeeeeeceep. 

Hip-  hop  is  the  sound  of  a 
dream  deferred.  Every  time  you 
hear  a  brother  or  sister  shout  out 
'nigga*,  you  know  that  he  has  been 
bamboozled  and  that  he  has 
internalized  the  negative  images, 
ideas  and  histories  that  he  or  she  has 
been  bombarded  with  throughout 
their  lives.  You  know  that  his  or  her 


creative  juices  have  been  "dried  up 
like  a  raisin  in  the  sun"  from  the 
conditions  in  which  they  were 
unknowingly  elected  to  thrive  in. 
You  know  diat  he  or  she  is  groping 
through  the  dense  darkness,  trying 
to  find  their  identity.  Every  time  you 
hear  a  weed  laced  "b        #tch'  roll 
from  the  lips  of  a  brother  or  sister, 
you  hear  the  sound  of  a  virgin  being 
held  down  and  forced  to  go... down. 
You  hear  the  sound  of  innocence 
choking  on  dirty  seeds,  expelling 
rape  from  their  soul.  The  victim 
takes  on  the  voice  of  the  oppressor. 
It's  deep. .  .very  deeep. 

Hip-Hop  is  the  sound  of  a 
people  whose  roots  and  dreams  have 
been  stolen,  replanted,  and  forced  to 
grow  in  a  concrete  jungle  where 
conditions  are  disagreeable  and 
unnatural.  Hip-hop  is  an  explosion. 
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POETRY 

New 

By  Jeneira  Willams 
NU  Alumnus,  class  of  1994. 


"And  be  not  conformed  to 
this  world;  but  ye  be  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye 
may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and 
acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of 
God, " 

Romans  12:2 

I  looked  in  the  mirror  today 
and  realized  I  saw  something 
I  saw  something  I  hadn't  seen 
when  I  looked  in  the  mirror  the  day 
before. 

I  saw  a  new  me 
I  saw  a  me  with  an 
outlook  that  wasn't  shaded 
by  the  rose  color  of  false  hopes  and 
empty  dreams. 

I  saw  a  me  that 
had  shed  the  old  and  bothersome 
pair  of  doubt  and  fear  that  for 
years  had  been  my  shadow. 

I  saw  hope  shining  on  me  like  the 
sun. 

I  saw  love  embracing  me  like  a  dry 

field  on  a  rainy  day. 
1  saw  joy  filling  me  like  bee's  honey 

in  the  comb. 
I  saw  faith  strengthening  me  like  a 
rose  that  blooms  in  winter. 

There  was  no  trace  of  my  former 

self. 

The  fog  of  uncertainty  had  been 
lifted 

and  in  it's  place  stood  focus  and 

determination- 
Strong  and  true  like  a  baby's  love 
for  its  mother. 

A  new  me  has  emerged 
from  the  dim  chambers  of  an 
uncertain  heart. 
To  my  surprise,  the  chamber  was  a 
cocoon 

and  the  metamorphosis  is  now 
complete. 
My  mind  is  free  and  my  heart  can 
soar. 

I  am  new 


Woman 

By  Deidre  DeGraffenreid 
Deidre  graduated  from  Northeastern 
University  in  1999  with  a  degree  in 
communications  and  with  a  minor  in 
African  American  Studies. 
Always  be  true  to  yourself  and 
others. 

WOMAN 
I  am  a  woman 
I  am  a  Black  woman 
A  woman  of  different  shades 
A  woman  of  different  sizes 
A  woman  of  beauty 
I  am  a  woman 
I  am  a  woman  who  love  self, 
completely 
I  am  a  woman,  1  am  a  woman,  I  am 
a  woman 


Bliss? 
By  TRUTH 

Steps  in  My  Life  with  a  smile  on  his 

face 

Exuberates  his  passion  in  caressing 
grace 

Glides  off  my  body  with  enticing 
pace 

Sends  me  to  sleep  with  a  smile  on 
my  face 

What's  in  my  heart? 

Do  I  feel  that  ache? 

Is  there  a  pain  for  the  love  that  I 

keep  for  his  sake? 

Is  it  worth  how  I  feel  or  what  I  want 

to  believe? 

A  thought  of  type  bliss  is  what  I  try 

to  conceive 
Attempts  to  impede  his  levels  of  lust 
WE  ascertain  a  beautiful  friendship 
of  trust 

I'm  realistic  and  it's  not  our  time 
But  HOW  do  I  liberate  this  love 
divine? 

Your  love  ain't  so  special 
Yeah,  I  need  him  to  know 
One  day  I'll  find  that  strength 
...to  let  him  go! 

TRUTH 

If  you  say  my  name,  say  it  with  the 
sweetness  of  love  on  your  lips-  not 
love  for  me  but  love  for  yourself. 
With  each  syllable  you  pronounce, 


Album  of  the  Month 


2fJL 


By  Naa-Solo  Tettey 

Jill  Scott's  debut  album, 
"Who  is  Jill  Scott? -Words  and 
Sounds  Volume  One",  is  a  soulful 
joumey  that  explores  the  various 
facets  of  love  and  life.  Scott,  who  is 
a  native  of  North  Philadelphia,  is  the 
first  artist  to  be  signed  to  Hidden 
Beach  Recordordings.  She  has 
worked  with  various  artists  includ- 
ing. Will  Smith,  Eric  Benet,  and 
Common,  and  is  best  known  for 
writing  the  lyrics  for  the  Roots  hit 


song,  "You  Got  Me." 

Her  debut  album  displays 
her  various  talents  as  a  poet,  singer, 
lyricist  and  songwriter.  It  incorpo- 
rates a  blend  of  jazz,  soul,  hip  hop, 
and  spoken  word,  which  is  all  tied 
together  by  Scott's  voice  which  is 
rich  and  leaves  her  listeners 
mezmorized.  Although  she  has  been 
compared  to  Erykah  Badu  and  other 
neo-soul  artists,  after  listening  to 
"Who  Is  Jill  Scott?"  it  will  become 
very  evident  that  Jill  Scott  is  in  a 
class  all  by  herself 


let  a  part  of  your  soul  be  set  free  to 
relish  everything  you  admire. 
Indulge  in  the  meaning  of  YOU  for 
you  are  beautiful  and  have  found  the 
TRUTH!... 

You  are  beautiful  in  the  making  of 
your  own  mind.  What  your  eyes  see 
only  reflects  what  you  feel  in  your 
heart  and  what  dances  in  your  soul. 

Longevity 

By  Eric  Esteves 
Eric  is  a  junior  at  Northeastern 
University.  His  major  is  Manage- 
ment Information  Systems. 

The  number  one 
Kkkiller  of  Black  men 
Stress 

Be  it  malt  liquor 
Or  buddha  bless 
Reconstructing  campuses 
Of  mad  ignorance 
Running  rampant 
The  root  of  evil 
No  knowledge  of  self 
Go  for  delf 

Not  exactly  a  lyrical  vibe  I'm  on 
But  heed  the  message 
For  it  is  strong 
Unity  is  the  key 

To  building  new  cipher  sessions 
Interacting  with  each  other 


THE  HATE! 


Hater  (ha-ter)  n.  1 .  One  who 
expresses  extreme  dislike  for  an 
issue  pertaining  to  anything  in 
the  inhabited 

world.  2.  Term  used  in  opposi- 
tion of  negative  criticism.  Ex. 
"You  think  I'm  ugly?  Stop  being 
a  hater."  Etymology:  Ebonics, 
originally  Player  Hater,  and  then 
shortened. 

What  up  y'all?  Let  me 
introduce  myself.  I  am  The 
Hater.  No,  not  DA  Hater.  Forget 
all  that  cliche"  bull,  it's  about  the 
real.  I  got  issues  with  everyone 
and  everything  and  if  you 
breathing,  I'ma  get  to  you 
eventually.  First  off,  I  want  to 


just  pull  some  well  known  cards, 
because  I  am  fed  up  with  a  lot  of 
the  wackness  out  here.  Yo,  I'm 
hating  on  this  country.  Why 
these  damn  Democrats  and 
Republicans  crying  about  how 
they  want  people  to  vote,  but 
then  we  get  our  asses  out  to  vote 
and  now  all  this  drama.  If  you 
weren't  gonna  take  our  vote 
seriously  you  shouldn't  have 
made  me  and  100  million  damn 
people  in  this  country  schedule 
our  day  around  something  that  is 
getting  decided  by  George  W. 
Bush's  brother  anyways.  You 
should  have  told  me  in  the  first 
place  cuz  I  would've  told  my 
boss  I  was  going  to  vote,  but 
really  would  have  done  some- 
thing productive,  like  chill  in  the 
crib  and  eat  some  cereal  and 
watch  Family  Feud.  Stop 
frontin'  and  I'll  stop  hating. 


Now  that  all  that  intel- 
lectual stuff  is  out  of  the  way, 
hey  Robert  Johnson,  you  damn 
sell  out.  I  know  that  no  matter 
how  much  I  talk  about  yo  ass, 
you  gonna  be  laughing  all  the 
way  to  the  bank,  so  I'ma  just 
make  it  a  little  harder  for  you  to 
laugh.  You  just  sold  the  popular 
voice  of  Black  culture  to 
VIACOM,  the  same  people  who 
own  MTV,  VH1,  Blockbuster, 
Nickelodeon,  20  something  radio 
stations  and  more.  I  mean,  you 
weren't  using  that  voice  for  a 
damn  good  thing  anyway,  so  I 
guess  it  doesn't  really  matter. 
Videos  for  1 2  hours?  I  mean,  I 
like  to  see  an  ass  shake  here  and 
there,  but  damn,  Brother,  I  mean 
Black  man,  seeing  it  every  5 
minutes  is  really  not  giving  me 
anything  to  appreciate.  Modera- 
tion is  the  key.  This  just  rein- 
forces the  notion  that  Black 
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Is  the  first  lesson 

Nonsense  I  never  mess  with  it 

Peep  this  technique 

But  as  for  the  plot 

You'll  never  get  it 

I  stand  firm 

There  are  no  cliches  here 

And  crew  who-so-ever  fears 

The  revolution 

Because  I'm  shooting 

With  nothing  hollow 

Just  from  the  lip 

So  never  follow 

leaders  of  a  lost  cause 

You  will  surely  slip 

and  be  at  a  loss 

When  the  force  ain't  with  you 

And  if  you  fall  off. 

Will  they  miss  you? 


Projects  is  Callin 

By  Angelo  Lynn 

Angelo  is  a  junior  at  Northeastern 
University. 

Born  in  the  Projects 
Never  strolled  to  far  from  them 
Ghetto  Sanity  there,  you  never  can 
leave 

Everyone  is  accepted 
Nothin  but  Love  and  Gravy 
Projects  is  callin 
Liquor,  Weed,  and  the  Hood  Rats 

they  still  callin 
You  supposed  to  control  your  own 
destiny 

But  there,  the  path  Is  already  set 
We  are  all  one  strike  away 
The  Police,  they  still  here 
At  my  door,  still  Callin 
Nothin  really  changed 
Just  ask  your  brothers  Pumpkin 

and  Big  Will 
They  everyday  niggaz  from  are 
hood,  I  miss  them 
They  got  the  chance  to  go  to 
Federal  Penitentiary 
I  got  sent  to  college 
They're  surrounded  by  friends  and 
family 
I  am  all  alone 
I  wonder  if  they  tike  it  there 
I  hate  it  here 
That's  why  the  Projects  is  callin 
There  right  there 
I  got  to  walk  over  there 
It's  tike  an  addiction 

An  attraction 
The  history  is  there 
My  Real  people  are  over  there 
Black  People 
Projects  is  Callin. 
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Taking  the  N.U.  Latino 
Community  to  the  Next  Level 

by  Walter  Maya 

Dedicated  to  the  Advancement  of 
Our  Culture  and  the  Preservation  of 
Our  Identity  is  perhaps  the  most 
powerful  statement  the  Latin 
American  Student  Organization  has 
made  in  its  relatively  short  history  at 
N.U.  A  bright  red  and  yellow  banner 
proudly  hangs  in  the  hallway  of  our 
Latino  Student  Cultural  Center 
(LSCC)  displaying  this  profound 
statement.  But  I  ask  the  Latino 
community  at  N.U.,  how  well  have 
we  lived  up  to  our  commitment? 
Latinos!  Have  you  noticed  that  we 
are  witnessing  perhaps  the  most 
dramatic  change  since  the  creation 
of  the  LSCC?  If  we  do  not  take 
advantage  of  this  critical  period  in 
our  N.U.  history  and  begin  to  live 
up  to  our  vision,  we  will  have 
wasted  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
take  our  community  to  the  next 
level. 

As  a  concerned  Latino  student  and 
the  former  president  of  LASO,  I  am 
greatly  concerned  over  two  issues. 
The  first  being  the  lack  of  interest 
and  knowledge  of  Latin  America, 
which  is  ultimately  inhibiting  us 
from  gaining  the  essential  back- 
ground needed  to  accomplish  our 
overall  goals  as  a  community.  The 
other,  which  is  very  much  related  to 
the  latter,  is  our  focus  on  the 
Caribbean.  Let's  face  the  reality! 
Whenever  there  is  a  major  event  in 
the  Caribbean,  we  are  quick  to 
spread  the  word  and  get  hyped  up 
about  WHAT'S  GOING  ON. 
Which  is  fine.  I  am  not  intending  to 
portray  the  image  that  we  should  be 
ignorant  of  the  situation  in  Vieques, 
the  political  status  of  Puerto  Rico,  or 
the  next  chess  move  between  Cuba 
and  the  United  States.  On  the 


contrary,  I  have  gained  a  great  deal 
of  insight  into  my  own  IDENTITY 
by  taking  classes  such  as  Latino 
politics,  which  mainly  focused  on 
Puerto  Rican/  US  relations,  even 
though  I  was  bom  in  Colombia. 

I  am  not  denying  that  there  is 
much  to  learn  about  the  Caribbean, 
but  let's  not  forget  about  the  rest  of 
Latin  America.  Why  is  it  that  when 
we  have  a  forum  on  Vieques  we  get 
a  full  house,  but  when  we  have  a 
speaker  on  Chiapas  from  Mexico, 
five  people  attend?  Why  is  it  that  we 
have  not  had  a  forum  on  Plan 
Colombia,  which  is  using  $382 
million  of  our  US  tax  dollars  to  turn 
Colombia  inside  out,  or  the  situation 
in  Peru  with  Fujimori's  antics?  Why 
is  it  that  very  few  of  us  know  about 
Peronism  from  Argentina  or  the 
political  situation  in  Venezuela? 
How  can  we  go  around  being  so 
proud  of  being  Latinos  but  not  have 
a  clue  about  what  is  going  on  in 
Latin  America. 

We  have  made  great  advancement 
as  a  community  here  at  N.U.  and  I 
am  very  proud  to  be  a  recipient  of 
these  advancements,  but  we  still 
have  a  long  road  ahead  of  us.  If  we 
are  going  to  preserve  and  advance 
our  culture,  we  not  only  need  to 
start  pressuring  our  leaders  in  the 
LSCC,  LLACS  department,  HOLA, 
and  LASO  to  get  involved  in  South 
and  Central  American  issues,  but 
more  importantly  we  need  to  start 
showing  more  interest  in  these 
issues.  Take  it  upon  yourselves  to 
become  the  leaders  that  take  the 
initiative  to  spread  the  word  and 
educate  Northeastern  about  the  rest 
of  Latin  America. 

I  will  be  more  than  willing  to 
discuss  any  ideas  that  may  bring 
more  awareness  to  this  university. 
We  need  to  show  more  action.  I  can 
be  reached  at  wmaya@hotmail.com. 


Conversation  with  an  African 
Ademide  Adelusi-Adeluyi 

Yes,  I  am  African.  And  devastatingly 
enough,  I  can  speak  English  when  I 
try.  We  won't  talk  about  the  tree  that 
I  live  in.  You  see,  my  family  is  rich, 
we  own  two.  No,  1  do  not  know  Alex 
from  New  Guinea,  but  I  know  Mary 
from  Ghana.  Obviously  all  Africans 
are  well  acquainted.  I  say  I  am  from 
Tanzania,  they  say  they've  been  to 
Cameroon.  So? 

People  try  to  make  you  happy.  They 
say:  "I  want  to  go  to  Africa.  Some- 
day." I  try  not  to  reply  but  they  look 
at  you  so  expectantly.  So  I  say: 
"Why?" 

People  seem  shocked  at  my  reply. 
Then  I  hear:  "But  it  is  so  beautiful 
there!"  Now  I  understand.  "You  want 
to  see  lions  and  zebras  right?" 
"No,  I  want  to  experience  nature." 
Okay,  whatever.  Save  yourself  some 
money.  You  do  not  need  to  go  all  the 
way  to  Africa  to  go  on  Safari;  there 
are  game  reserves  everywhere.  I  saw 
my  first  lion  in  Scotland. 

These  flippant  remarks  may  seem 
unbelievable  to  some,  even 
offensive.  They  may  appear 
insignificant,  even  funny,  but  are  a 
reflection  of  the  general  perceptions 

about  our  continent  that  are 
widespread  today.  In  spite  of  this,  I 
always  try  to  make  one  point  very 

clear:  Africa  is  not  one  huge 
wildlife  resort  with  some  strategi- 
cally placed  starving  tribes-people. 
Once  again,  I  do  not  feed  my  pet 
giraffe  from  my  window. 


It  is  true  that  there  is  corruption,  war, 
famine.  We  cannot  deny  that  there  are 
poor  people  in  Africa.  People  are 
struggling  with  diseases  that  have  sur- 
rendered elsewhere.  Many  things  are 
disturbing  but  true.  Turning  a  tap  on 
does  not  always  mean  water  and  when 
it  rains,  my  mother's  phone  might  not 
work,  Working  traffic  lights  are  a 
luxury  in  some  countries.  Driving  in 
Boston  is  a  breeze. 

These  things  are  a  part  of  the  daily 
routine  of  many  African  people.  Yet 
there  is  more.  People  watch  MTV, 
BET.  Some  live  in  unattainable 
luxury.  We  do  have  highly  educated 
populations,  a  lot  of  which  are  bilin- 
gual. Not  everything  is  negative,  but 
how  does  one  begin  to  feel  pride  in  a 
place  you  have  to  defend  based  on 
basic  human  needs? 
Some  people  believe  that  those  who 
do  not  know  must  be  educated.  In  re- 
ality, people  are  told  the  truth  mainly 
upon  request.  Where  do  you  begin  to 
show  someone  your  point  of  view? 

A  majority  of  young  Africans  arrive 
here  with  no  strong  perception  of  their 
color.  They  expect  to  find  similarity, 
but  are  greeted  with  diversity.  Words 
like  "minority"  and  "empowerment" 
are  forced  into  their  vocabulary.  Ei- 
ther they  assimilate  the  lifestyle,  or 
reject  it  in  part  or  whole.  Minds  can 
go  into  automatic  recoil.  This  is  where 
separation  begins.  Armed  with  wrong 
perceptions,  each  side  forms  an  un- 
conscious panel  of  persecution  of 
"them".  People  perceive  patterns  of 
behavior.  How  else  were  you  taught 
to  interpret  each  other? 
Everyone,  look  around  you.  Look  at 
them.  Don't  let  what  you  see  obstruct 
your  views. 
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You  Keep  on  Passing  It  By 
Dana  L.  Benton 

You  constantly  see  her.  You  want  to 
know  who  she  is  and  what  she  is 
about. 

But  you  do  not  ask.  You  come  to 
your  own  conclusion  based  on  what 
it  is  that  you  see. 

Her  accessories:  she  wears 
big  gold  hoops,  masses  of  gold 
bracelets  grasp  her  wrists,  a  name 
plate  dangles  from  her  neck  and 
rings  wrap  about  on  her  fingers. 
Her  gear:  denim  hugs  her  thighs, 
the  latest  Air  Max  comfort  her  feet, 
accompanied  by  a  color  coordi- 
nated name  brand  shirt.  Her  style: 
her  voice  loud,  powerful,  and 
confident.  Her  everyday  conversa- 
tional speech  is  a  mixture  of  slang 
and  educated  words  and  thoughts. 
Well  that  is  at  least  the  way  she 
views  it.  She  walks  with  pride, 
strength  and  dignity. 

The  question:  Is  she 
approachable?  Is  there  any  content 
to  what  others  label  as  her  charac- 


ter? Does  everything  that  I  de- 
scribed above  define  her,  or  is  there 
more  to  her  persona. 

We  all  prejudge  others.  No 
matter  what  race  or  creed  you  are. 
Most  of  you  probably  already  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
female  above  is  "Ghetto".  Although 
when  randomly  asked  to  describe 
ghetto  the  answer  usual  involves 
one  of  the  following  adjectives: 
classless,  ignorant,  arrogant,  poor, 
mad  at  the  world,  urban,  or  Black. 
What  needs  to  be  addressed  here  is 
the  word  Ghetto  stemming  from  the 
term  ghettos.  The  Webster  dictio- 
nary defines  a  ghetto  as  "  a  quarter 
of  a  city  in  which  members  of  a 
minority  group  live  because  of 
social,  legal,  or  economic  pressure. 
Could  it  be  possible  that  she  is  just 
urban?  Is  it  possible  that  the  way 
you  perceive  her  is  based  upon  the 
prevalent  superficial  biases  that  you 
have  come  to  know? 

Don't  get  me  wrong.  Where 
one  grows  up  does  affect  their 
thinking,  social  skills,  style  of  dress 
and  attitudes.  But  the  area  in  which 


one  was  raised  does  not  solely 
define  ones  character.  Yet  society 
makes  assumptions.  You,  make 
assumptions.  I  make  assumptions. 
So,  whom  do  we  blame? 

We  are  conditioned  by 
society's  expectations.  The  problem 
is  that  American  society  has  created 
its  standards  of  what  is  and  is  not 
acceptable  based  on  the  dominant 
cultures'  interest.  It  should  be  no 
surprise  that  this  very  interest  is  not 
based  on  that  of  the  people  of  color 
in  America. 

A  person's  accessories,  dress  or 
style  does  not  define  who  they  are. 
Unfortunately  many  if  not  all  of  us 
are  constantly  engulfed  in  perusing 
the  exterior  that  we  often  refrain 
from  exploring  the  depth  of  ones 
interior. 

You  kept  on  walking  when 
you  saw  her.  You  assumed  that  there 
was  no  content  to  her  character.  You 
thought  that  you  could  not  leam 
anything  from  her.  Well,  she 
stopped.  She  waited.  She  wanted  to 
hear  what  you  had  to  say.  She 
wanted  to  know  you  and  build  with 


you.  She  really  did.  But  you  kept 
walking.  You  missed  all  the  knowl- 
edge that  she  had  to  offer.  In 
essence  you  allowed  your  miscon- 
ceptions and  misunderstandings  to 
prevent  you  from  an  enriching 
opportunity. 

This  is  what  you  did  not 
know. . .  Her  name  is  opportunity. 
Her  personality:  loving,  caring,  and 
respectful.  Her  pleasures:  reading, 
writing  poetry,  singing,  debating 
and  building  mentally.  Her  desires: 
to  make  an  everlasting  difference  in 
the  Black  and  Hispanic  community. 
Her  status:  a  Pre-medicine  student 
on  a  full  scholarship,  honor  society 
member  and  volunteers  in  her 
community. 

We  as  individuals  must  strive 
to  look  beyond  these  preconceived 
views.  We  must  look  beyond  the 
clothes,  the  color,  and  the  image. 
We  must  dig  deeper.  For  if  we  don't 
we  are  depriving  ourselves.  In  the 
long  run  it  will  be  all  the  people  that 
kept  walking  that  missed  the  true 
opportunity  of  learning,  loving, 
living,  growing  and  experiencing. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 
from  pg.  14 

Millennia 

By  Alithea  Casimir 

"The  new  millennium  is  coming, 
the  millennium  is  coming!"  Well, 
the  millennium  is  here  and  so  starts 
another  era.  But  what  can  we  show 
for  our  children,  our  children's 
children,  or  ourselves?  What  is  so 
strikingly  significant  about  this  new 
millennium  for  people  of  the 
African  Diaspora?  Should  a  Black 
woman  in  labor  on  December  31st 
of  2000  think  to  name  her  newborn 
child  Millennia? 

We  as  a  people  have  accomplished 
much  in  the  past  but  how  long  can 
we  ride  on  the  backs  of  our  ances- 
tors before  we  ourselves  are  willing 
to  disembark  and  become  the  new 
carriers  of  conquest.  We  may  aspire 
for  the  ripest  fruit  at  the  top  of  the 
tree  for  decades  at  a  time,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  tenth  decade,  "Millen- 
nia" should  have  a  basket  of  mature 
fruit  that  allows  her  to  savor  the 
taste  of  accomplishment.  She  may 
then  truly  desire  to  reach  the  top  of 
that  tree. 

We  establish  the  common  ground 
of  "struggle  through  the  day"  and 
find  a  common  goal  for  the  end  of 
the  week.  By  the  end  of  the  fifty- 
second  week,  "Millennia"  can  smile 
with  the  showing  of  her  first  few 
teeth  and  eat  the  ripest  fruit  of  our 
basket. 

Use  yourself  as  the  cause  and 
"Millennia"  as  the  reason.  Disem- 
bark and  take  conquest  of  the  new 
era.  Find  churches,  belong  to 
activist  groups  and  make  Mama 
proud.  When  she  straightens  her 
back,  she  will  smile  and  not  regret 
one  moment.  Let  "Millennia"  feel 
the  leaves  of  the  branches  above. 
When  she  picks  one,  she  will  smile 
and  let  you  feel  it. 


MOVIE  REVIEW 


Bamboozled 


by  Naa-Solo  Tettey 

Controversial,  Poignant, 
Offensive,  and  GroundBreaking. 
These  are  some  of  the  words  that 
have  been  used  to  describe  Spike 
Lee's  latest  movie  Bamboozled. 
Through  all  of  the  various  descrip- 
tions and  opinions,  the  one  thing 
that  Bamboozled  certainly  is,  is 
thought  provoking.  This  movie 
serves  as  a  catalyst  to  spark  discus- 
sion and  thought  about  a  topic  that 
people  do  not  seem  to  look  at  any 
more  closely  than  the  television  or 
movie  screen  that  they  sit  in  front 
of.. .the  role  of  black  people  in  the 
entertainment  industry. 

Damon  Wayons  stars  as 
Pierre  Delacroix;  a  black  Harvard 
educated  television  writer.  He  is  the 
only  person  of  color  that  is  working 
on  an  up  and  coming  television 
network  (CNS)  that  has  very  poor 
ratings.  Although  Delacroix  wants 
to  portray  black  people  as  positive 
images  on  the  television  screen,  he 
is  not  able  to  do  this,  because  these 
types  of  shows  are  not  what  the 
executives  at  CNS  believe  will  earn 
ratings.  His  boss,  Dunwitty 
(Michael  Rapaport).  who  is  the 
vice-president  of  the  CNS  network, 
gives  him  the  ultimatum  that  he 
must 

either  come  up  with  a  hit  show  or 
get  fired.  Because  of  Delacroix's 
contract,  he  cannot  quit  his  job  at 
the  station,  as  a  result  he  decides  to 
come  up  with  an  idea  for  a  televi- 
sion show  that  is  so  absurd  that  he 
will  definitely  be  fired. 


Hater  from  pg.  13 


people  are  down  to  give  up 
oxygen  for  money.  I  think  BET 
will  now  change  the  meaning 
from  Black  Entertainment 
Television  to  Businesses  Easily 
Taken.  Tavis  Smiley  should  beat 
your  ass.  So,  once  again,  I'm 
hating. 

Speaking  of  entertain- 
ment, I  have  incomprehensible 
beef  with  every  movie  theatre  in 
Massachusetts  except  for  the  one 
that  showed  the  Spike  Lee  flick, 
"Bamboozled."  This  movie  is 
probably  the  most  important  film 
that  many  people  will  ever  see 
and  it's  only  playing  at  one 
theatre.  ONE  THEATRE?!?!  1 
guess  the  target  of  my  hate  is 
focused  at  the  people  because 
being  that  this  movie  is  playing 
at  one  theatre,  there  was  hardly 
anybody  in  there  when  I  went.  I 
guess  the  world  ain't  ready  for 
Spike.  But  1  ain't  hatin'  on  him. 
The  Hater  got  love,  too.  But  for 
those  of  you  who  did  see  the 
movie,  I  am  hating  on  somebody. 
Jada  Pinkett.  This  was  her  first 
time  back  on  the  screen  in  a 
number  of  years,  and  she  didn't 
show  any  skin.  C'mon  Jada,  I 


know  Will  is  corny,  but  1  didn't 
think  he  got  to  you.  Once  again, 
I  extend  certified  hate. 

One  last  thing,  being  that 
this  is  a  college  newspaper,  a 
black  college  newspaper  at  that. 
No  disrespect,  but  you  know  I 
gotta  spread  some  hate  to  all 
those  color  wearing,  cat  call 
throwin',  party  havin'  Black 
folks.  These  damn  fraternities 
and  sororities.  OK,  I  can  deal 
with  y'all  sometimes,  but  y'all 
need  to  stop  bumping  me  in  your 
parties.  I  don't  give  a  damn  if  it 
is  YOUR  party,  that  don't  give 
you  the  right  to  step  on  my  damn 
Jordans  all  the  time.  I'm  sayin', 
I'm  trying  to  shake  my  butt  and 
you  gotta  bring  your  damn  conga 
line  right  through  the  middle  of 
the  dance  floor.  I  didn't  pay 
money  to  see  you  have  a  good 
time  with  your  steppin'-n- 
fetchin'.  But  it's  aight.  Just 
don't  say  anything  when  I  throw 
a  party  and  punch  each  one  of 
y'all  in  the  face  just  because  it's 
MY  party.  I'll  holla  at  y'all  next 
time.  Love,  The  Hater.  If  you 
got  issues,  contact  me  at: 
hater@smokinweed.com 


When  Pierre  has  finally 
reached  his  deadline,  he  comes  up 
with  the  outrageous  idea  of  a 
modem  day  minstrel  show.  His 
purpose  of  developing  the  show  is 
to  portray  to  the  networks  a  satire  of 
the  stupidity  that  is  seen  in  today's 
"black"  television  programs. 
Delacroix  succeeds  in  giving  the 
networks  what  they  want,  black 
people  behaving  as  uneducated 
buffoons.  The  show  is  called 
"Mantan:  The  New  Millennium 
Minstrel  Show"  It  stars  Mantan 
(Savionn  Glover)  and  Sleep  n  Eat 
(Tommy  Davidson),  and  takes  place 
in  a  watermelon  plantation  in  the 
south.  The  show  becomes  a  huge 
hit,  and  as  a  result,  everything 
begins  to  unravel  and  fall  apart  for 
Delacroix. 

As  the  show  continues  to 
grow  and  is  loved  by  critics  and 
audiences,  Delacroix  finds  himself 
caught  up  in  the  same  predicament 
he  was  trying  to  enlighten  people 
about.  Through  it's  use  of  satire  and 
symbolism,  Bamboozled  takes  it's 
viewers  on  a  journey  that  hopefully 
will  not  have  them  looking  at  the 
entertainment  industry  quite  the 
same  again. 

Bamboozled  raises  several 
issues  that  are  plaguing  the  black 
community  within  the  entertainment 
industry.  These  are  issues  of 
exploitation,  money  vs.  self-respect, 
stereotyping,  and  pigeon  holing, 
among  other  things.  Bamboozled 
raises  questions  that  otherwise  may 
not  have  been  discussed.  Some  of 
these  questions  are:  Could  "The 
New  Millennium  Minstrel  Show" 
exist  in  today's  society?  Does  it 
already  exist,  just  without  the  black 
face?  Are  rap  videos  the  "New 
Millennium  Minstrel  shows"?  Why 
do  black  shows  on  television  have 
to  be  comedies?  Why  is  it  that  if  a 
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black  entertainer  comes  out  with  a 
movie,  that  is  not  a  comedy,  it  rarely 
does  well,  if  the  film  is  made  at  all? 
These  are  questions  that  we  all  need 
to  think  about,  and  ask  ourselves 
how  we  can  come  up  with  solutions 
to  this  dilemma.  In  the  meantime, 
black  entertainers  must  take  greater 
control  of  the  way  that  they  repre- 
sent themselves.  People  in  powerful 
positions  within  the  entertainment 
industry  need  to  use  this  power  to 
end  the  negative  images  of  black 
people  that  are  being  portrayed. 
Finally,  we  as  the  audience  need 
take  control  of  the  type  of  program- 
ming and  images  that  we  will  allow 
the  media  to  create  and  take  a  stand 
on  issues  that  outrage  us. 


Floorlords 
frompg.  12 

energy  surrounding  the  Floorlords, 
they  have  not  been  given  the  help 
they  feel  they  deserve  by  authorities 
in  the  city.  "We  did  all  this  on  our 
own  without  any  help  from  any- 
body," strongly  pointed  out  by 
Lefty.  The  reason  for  the  lack  of 
help  seems  to  be  because  the 
Floorlords  are  related  to  hip-hop. 
Lefty  firmly  believes  that  "It's 
because  breaking  started  in  the 
streets  that  it  doesn't  get  the  respect 
it  deserves."  It  is  because  of  the 
strong  bond  among  the  members 
within  the  unit  that  pushes  their 
ideas  into  action.  "This  is  a  family. 
Everyone  here  is  a  family,"  affirms 
Lefty. 

With  all  that  has  been 
achieved,  it  does  not  look  as  if  the 
momentum  of  this  family  will  be 
slowed.  Lefty  has  big  dreams  for 
breaking  as  an  artform.  "I  want  to 
eventually  see  Broadway  shows 
with  breaking  in  them."  Along  with 
that,  he  wants  breaking  to  be 
respected  on  the  level  of  other  dance 
forms.  Lefty  is  quick  to  give  a  valid 
argument  for  why  breaking  should 
be  on  Broadway.  "It's  about 
expression.  It's  a  story,"  he  says  as 
he  provides  a  visual  representation. 
The  Floorlords  are  definitely 
succeeding  at  telling  their  story,  and 
with  a  lot  of  power  moves. 


Diabetes  from  pg.  1 1 


FLOORLORDS  pg.  13as 
impaired  glucose  tolerance 
(IGT),  gestational  diabetes, 
hyperinsulinemia,  insulin 
resistance,  obesity,  and  physical 
inactivity.  Some  ways  to  help 
prevent  these  complications 
include  increasing  exercise, 
stopping  cigarette  smoking, 
controlling  blood  glucose  levels, 
high  cholesterol,  high  blood 
pressure,  and  weight. 

African-Americans  with  diabetes 
are  more  likely  to  develop 
diabetes  complications  and 
experience  greater  disability 
from  the  complications  than 
white  Americans  with  diabetes. 
These  complications  include 
impaired  vision,  blindness,  and 
kidney  failure.  The  high  rate  of 
kidney  failure  in  Black  Ameri- 
cans is  mostly  caused  by  high 


blood  pressure.  However,  in 
spite  of  this,  African  Americans 
have  better  survival  rates  after 
they  develop  kidney  failure  than 
white  Americans.  The  death 
rates  for  people  with  diabetes  are 
27  percent  higher  for  blacks  than 
compared  with  whites. 

In  present  time,  organizations 
like  the  National  Institute  of 
Diabetes  and  Digestive  and 
Kidney  Diseases  (NIDDK.) 
created  a  Diabetes  Prevention 
Program  in  1996  to  address  the 
problem  of  diabetes  in  African- 
Americans.  The  study  is  being 
conducted  in  25  centers  over  the 
United  States.  They  hope  to 
leam  how  to  prevent  or  delay 
Type  II  in  people  with  IGT  who 
have  a  history  of  gestational 
diabetes  and  in  women  with  IGT 
who  have  a  history  of  gestational 


Satisfaction  lies  in  the 
effort,  not  in  the  attainment. 
Full  effort  is  full  victory. 

-Mahatma  Gandhi 


NU  Football  Rebuilding  Year 


By  Angelo  Lynn 
Onyx  Staff 

A  new  season,  and  a  new 
head  coach,  yet  the  same  results. 
The  Northeastern  Husky  Foot- 
ball team  ended  another  season 
atadismal  4-7(1-7  Atlantic  10) 
record.  At  the  start  of  the  season 
the  Huskies  showed  signs  of 
potential  starting  off  the  season 
3-1,  with  big  wins  over  Albany 
63-14,  and  Connecticut  35-27, 
the  Huskies  seemed  unstoppable. 
Then  the  trouble  all  started  after 
a  42  point  lose  to  Delaware  on 
September  30*,  going  on  to  a  six 
game  loosing  streak.  Many 
Northeastern  students  and  fans 
alike  are  wondering,  when  is  this 
loosing  all  going  to  end.  Some 


say  next  season,  while  others 
feel  its  going  to  be  a  while 
before  the  Huskies  are  on  top  of 
the  Atlantic  10  Division. 
Sire 

of  the 
reason  for 
the  losses 
could  be 
the  lack  of 
intensity 
the  Huskies 
show 

throughout 
the  game. 

In  order  to  win  or  be  a  contender 
to  opposing  teams  in  the  Atlan- 
tic-10  teams  have  to  come  to 
play  for  four  quarters.  The 
rushing  game  has  lacked  this 


season,  as  well.  This  can  be 
linked  with  key  injuries  to  the 
first  three  starting  running  backs. 
The  defensive  is  not  consistent 
through  out  the  game,  giving  up 
big  plays  in  crucial  situations. 
To  many  mental  mistakes  have 
cost  the  Huskies,  with  the 
penalties  and  turnovers  the 
Huskies  had  committed  they 
were  in  no  position  to  win  in  the 
Atlantic-10. 

It  is  understandable  that 
when  a  new  coach  comes  in  and 
takes  over  a  football  team  with 
minor  success  in  the  past,  that 
the  first  year  or  two  will  be  a 
rocky  one.  As  this  was  the  case, 
for  new  Head  Coach  Don 
Brown.  Coach  Brown  was  in  his 
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first  year  as  head  coach  of  a  Div 
lAA-football  team;  in  past  years 
he  has  proven  himself  as  a  great 
defensive  coordinator  at  Univer- 
sity of  Massachusetts.  In  many 
ways  this  past  season  can  be 
considered  a  rebuilding  season. 

One  bright  moment  this 
year  was  the  great  play  of  Dave 
Klemic  (Senior  WR),  who  ended 
his  Husky  career  as  the  all-time 
leader  in  receptions  in  the  A 10. 
Dave  Klemic  has  had  a  great 
collegiate  career,  and  he  will  be 
missed  next  season.  At  seasons 
end  Klemic  and  Junior  free 
safety  T.J.  Hill  received  first 
team  Atlantic  10  All-Conference 
honors. 


Fall,  Winter  Sports  Run  Down 


By  Angelo  Lynn 
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